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Sequel to the Broken Mirror 


LMOST twenty years ago to a day, Charles 

Proteus Steinmetz entered his little summer 
shack on the bank of the Mohawk River to find 
mute evidence of the violent intruder—lightning. 
It didn’t take him long to identify the culprit. 
And he didn’t wait a minute before he set about 
what has since become an unending study of light- 
ning’s characteristics—particularly its effect on the 
operation of electric power systems. 

The names Steinmetz and Peek during the early 
twenties, and McEachron, Lewis, and Foust more 
recently, have been associated in our industry with 
practically every major achievement in lightning 
investigation. The work of the latter group in 
adapting, in 1928, the cathode-ray oscillograph to 
the measurement of lightning enabled the first 
recording, in Pennsylvania, of a direct stroke on a 


transmission line. Their efforts in developing the 
surge-voltage recorder, surge-crest ammeter, and 
high-speed photography have made it possible to 
record the amperage and characteristics of as many 
as 734 direct strokes on transmission lines in 4 
period of four years. To measure and analyze as 
many as 42 direct hits on the Empire State Build- 
ing during one lightning season. 

The sequel to the broken mirror is a story of 
continual investigation—a planned G-E research 
program that each year adds some new knowledge 
to a rich fund which has been largely responsible 
for the success to date in making electric service 
immune to lightning. These accomplishments are 
in one way or another reflected in the design and pet- 


formance of practically every G-E product you buy. 
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Utility Industry Supports 
National Defense Plans 


Delegates to annual Edison Electric lastitute convention in Atlantic 


in national defense. 


City decry dictatorship and restrictions which hamper 
expansion of power facilities 


IT IS THE FUNCTION of private capital to provide the financing 
and the expansion of industrial facilities that will be required for the 
| speedy strengthening of the national defense, the convention of the 

_ Edison Electric Institute declared in a resolution, adopted by the whole 
| body, that highlighted the annual meeting. The resolution pledged 
| the “willingness and readiness” of the members of the Institute to pro- 
vide and maintain an ample supply of electric power for war industries. 

Representatives of utility companies from all sections of the country 
heard experts in their respective fields discuss subjects of vital interest 
to the industry. More than 1,600 delegates gathered for the four-day 
convention to exchange views of operations and business conditions 
and steps to be taken as the utilities prepare to take a prominent part 


On the first day eight committees of the Institute held meetings to 
hear reports and discuss plans for the remainder of the year. The 
Modern Kitchen Bureau, Walter H. Sammis, chairman, agreed to con- 
tinue its promotional campaign of local building and to expand it in 
some phases. Other committee meetings included the employment, gen- 
eral accounting, general sales, plant accounting, rate research, operat- 
ing and plan committee of Modern Kitchen Bureau. 

The convention, considered one of the most successful and interest- 
ing, was brought to a dramatic close with the address of Alex Dow, 
chairman of the executive committee, Detroit Edison Company. Mr. 
Dow spoke on “Some of My Prejudices,” tracing the rapid develop- 
ment of the utility and how private enterprise overcame many 
obstacles during the period of development. 


The electric utility industry, meeting 
this week in Atlantic City for the 
eighth annual convention of the Edi- 
son Electric Institute, assured the 
United States that it was fully pre- 
pared to meet any demands made on 
it as a result of the vast national de- 


fense program and that there is an 
ample power supply to meet all de- 
mands of the country. 

In opening the convention, Charles 
W. Kellogg, president of the Institute, 
cautioned the utilities that in the face 
of the great emergency caused by the 





J. E. Davidson, Nebraska Power: 
Fred Attwood, Ohio Brass 


hostilities in Europe “our thoughts and 
energies must be concentrated before 
anything else on the needs of our na- 
tional defense.” He said that the high 
degree of mechanization of modern 
warfare makes preparation for national 
defense nowadays predominantly a 
huge industrial undertaking. “Indus- 
trial resources and preparedness are 
prime essentials if we are to remain a 
free and respected people,” he de- 
clared. 

Pointing out that since a large part 
of American industry is electrified, Mr. 
Kellogg said that an adequate power 
supply to turn the wheels of industry 
is a basic necessity of the country. He 
declared that the electric utilities sup- 
ply about three-quarters of all the elec- 
tric power used by industry in this 
country and therefore face a great re- 
sponsibility in the present situation. 
However, he said, the utilities can face 
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MODERN KITCHEN BUREAU—Executive committee in session on the opening day 
of the E.E.I. convention. Chairman Walter H. Sammis, Commonwealth & Southern, 
is at far end of table 


the situation with complete confidence 
that they are prepared with the requi- 
site plant facilities, experienced organ- 
ization and personnel and existing 
sound business relationships to meet 
the responsibility. He said that never 
in history has a country been so well 
equipped with power for the production 
of munitions as is the country today. 

“I am sure I speak the sentiments of 
every electric utility in this land when 
I say that the industry is ready and 
willing to do its best to aid our govern- 
ment and its armed forces in bolstering 
the national defense,” Mr. Kellogg said. 
However, he declared, the utilities can 
best maintain an ample supply of 
power if left free to use their own 
judgment and initiative and if kept in 
their present position of responsibility. 

Charles E. Wilson, president of Gen- 
eral Electric Co., suggested that the 
methods of enlightened business were 
the best guide for the eventual recon- 
struction of the world in his address 
“The Practical Way Out.” 

Likening the elements of a dispute 
between government and business, or 
between nations at war, to those in- 
volved in such local problems as 
strikes, Mr. Wilson asserted that in 
each instance a satisfactory settlement 
called “not merely for an impatient or 
passive tolerance, but for the maximum 
of consideration and appreciation of 
the opposing interests and viewpoints.” 

It was Mr. Wilson’s belief that 
America and American business can 
best contribute to the ultimate peace 
and harmony of the world by managing 
their own affairs peacefully and har- 
moniously. He predicted industrial and 
scientific progress despite the present 
chaos and the disillusionment following 
the World War. 


Viewing the present situation in all 
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its ramifications, Mr. Wilson declared 
that it is the steady plodding of the 
workers that builds society, rather than 
the grand programs of the doctrinaires, 
although the social planners may be 
more impressive and appealing. He 
concluded that “we shall not pay” for 
the social reforms by tirades on any 
side, or by political circuses or changes 
—but by work. He said that construc- 
tive co-operation is the answer to the 
present situation. 2 

Edwin Vennard, vice-president of 
Middle West Service Co., said that the 
financial position of the electric utility 
industry is sound, but warned that this 
position can be maintained only if the 
current trend of net revenues is 
changed. He declared that rapidly 
mounting taxes, diminished opportunity 
for operating economies and acceler- 
ated rate reductions combined to bring 
about the disparity between the rise in 
gross and net revenue. Between 1933 
and 1939 gross increased 27.8 per cent, 
while net was up only 15.7 per cent. 

The industry was warned that it is 


always possible to carry the principle 
of lowering unit costs by raising volume 
to the point where they go below the in- 
cremental costs of making and deliver- 
ing the additional commodities or 
services. 

H. L. Wallau, Cleveland Electric 
Illuminating Co., told the convention 
that marked advance in the invention, 
design and efficiency of electrical equip- 
ment of all kinds has been achieved 
during the past decade despite drastic 
changes in the national economy. He 
said that the recession permitted the 
industry to review its situation, plan 
new ways of regaining lost business, 
and now the losses have been offset 
and further gains achieved. 

Permissible overloads for equipment 
and circuits have been determined, so 
that margins of reserve have been re- 
duced without sacrifice of dependability 
and interconnections of systems ef- 
fected wherever economically feasible, 
Mr. Wallau declared. “Economic ad- 
vances have been made in all parts 
of our system from coal pile to con- 
sumer’s load.” 

Mr. Wallau declared that it is largely 
in the field of transmission and dis- 
tribution that the engineer must at- 
tempt further to reduce expenditures. 


Attractive Installations 


From the viewpoint of public rela- 
tions, H. P. Seelye, Detroit Edison, 
reminded utility executives that it is 
worth while to make distribution struc- 
tures attractive and harmonious with 
their surroundings, since poles and 
wires come into the residential cus- 
tomer’s backyard and service equip- 
ment is attached to his house. 

Discussing the part that distribution 
engineers have played in the prog- 
ress and wide extension of electric 
service in recent years, Mr. Seelye de- 
clared that standardization of equip- 
ment, simplicity and ruggedness were 
important. He cited the development 
of stronger, less expensive wire as 
largely responsible for the great exten- 
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Chester Lang, General Electric: Walter H. Sammis and L. R. Parker, Commonwealth 
& Southern; R. K. Dallas, Central Illinois Light 
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sions in rural electrification during the 
past fifteen years. This has been ac- 
complished from intensive work both 
by manufacturers and utilities. 

Research and invention mean more 
jobs and new demands for products of 
industry, Ralph Kelly, vice-president 
in charge of sales, Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Co., told the 
assembled utility representatives. He 
said that while the products of in- 
ventive genius save labor, they actu- 
ally create more jobs. “Seldom does 
a new product spell doom to its prede- 
cessors—it simply creates a new de- 
mand or enlarges an old one.” 

Paul M. Downing, vice-president of 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co., visualized 
the business organization of the elec- 
tric utilities as “finely balanced upon a 
tripod, the three legs of which are 
finance, labor and the market.” He 
said that the utilities have been far 
in advance of other lines of business 
in recognizing the importance of the 
human factor and have long devoted 
effort to creating and maintaining good 
will. He emphasized that no cure-all 
formula for public relations has yet 
appeared nor is likely to appear. 

H. R. Woodrow, vice-president of 
Consolidated Edison Co. of New York, 
counseled utility executives to consider 
most carefully any proposed type of 
construction or system which might in- 
crease fixed charges or operating costs, 
and to be certain that the value of 
improvements to consumers will more 
than offset the increased expenditures. 


Quality of Service 


He declared that consumers have 
been educated to the highest quality of 
service, and in the efforts to make 
service more and more reliable the 
utilities have in some instances spent 
more for such protection from service 
interruptions than the increased reli- 
ability is worth to the customers. Mr. 
Woodrow said that the situation is fur- 
ther complicated by the fact that the 
companies are under constant pressure 
by regulatory ‘authorities to maintain 
the utmost in service reliability, while 
at the same time they are under con- 
tinuous pressure to reduce rates. 

It was the belief of Mr. Woodrow 
that the industry has carried beyond a 
sound economic position, even beyond 
a sound public relations position, in 
the field of the quality of service ren- 
dered. 

James M. Stafford, Jr., of Georgia 
Power Co., who won the B. C. Forbes 
prize for the best paper on public rela- 
tions, explained the program his com- 
pany has been carrying on for the past 
three years with the conviction that 
better public understanding of the in- 
dustry could come only through better 
employee understanding. He said that 
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GEORGE A. HUGHES AWARD WINNERS—IL. to r.) L. B. Round, vice-president and 

general manager Pennsylvania Power; M. T. Anthony. Tampa Electric: George A. 

Hughes, chairman of the board, Edison General Electric Appliance, and donor: and 
E. A. Lewis, vice-president Atlantic City Electric 


success of the program hinged on its 
voluntary adoption by the body of 
employees. 

“Employees have welcomed the 
frankness with which the company’s 
financial and other problems have been 
placed before them,” he declared. As 
a result of the work customer relations 
have been improved and the number of 
complaints have been sharply reduced. 
Employees now take it upon themselves 
to adjust complaints, he said. 

E. L. Hopping, Philadelphia Electric 
Co., said that the utilities have met 
the challenge of the past ten years by 
continually increasing capacity and 
improving economy in order to serve the 
nation faithfully. Speaking on the 
power generation advances, Mr. Hop- 
ping said that these advances have 
been made in spite of lower rates, com- 
petition and restrictive legislation. 

Reviewing the decade’s development 
more specifically, Mr. Hopping cited 
the improvements in production which 
have resulted from the increased use 
and reliability of high-pressure, high- 
temperature steam production and gen- 





Extracts of Papers 


Extracts of papers delivered by speak- 
ers at the annual convention of the Edison 
Electric Institute this week in Atlantic City 
will appear in the June 15 issue of 
“Electrical World.” 
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eration equipment, so that fuel con- 
sumption per unit of output has been 
steadily reduced. He said that develop- 
ments in turbine generators have been 
chiefly in refinements and details, al- 
though the average size of new units in- 
stalled has generally increased as sys- 
tems expanded. 

George W. Ousler, general sales 
manager of Duquesne Light Co., out- 
lined his company’s approach to the 
development of the commercial and 
industrial markets which produced rea- 
sonably satisfactory results. He said 
that the program needed the co-opera- 
tion of the manufacturers, dealers, con- 
tractors and others to insure the great- 
est results from the promotion activi- 
ties. Service salesmen were considered 
the most effective sales contacts; dem- 
onstrations are a very effective aid in 
selling, and close supervision of sales- 
men is desirable. Mr. Ousler said that 
commercial and industrial markets are 
fertile fields but they need cultivation. 


Pay $45,000,000 


The utilities have paid approximately 
$45,000,000 in federal unemployment 
taxes and contributions required under 
state unemployment laws, said R. W. 
Leach, president of Unemployment 
Benefit Advisors, Inc., Washington, 
D. C. Mr. Leach said that the unemploy- 
ment experience rating is in jeopardy 
and if it is killed the industry will find 
the standard contribution rate for all 
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employers increased to where it is more 
than the maximum now required of 
those with the poorest, most irregular 
experience. 

C. E. Kohlhepp, vice-president and 
controller of Wisconsin Public Service 
Corp. and chairman of the E.E.I. de- 
preciation committee, urged that utility 
managements give immediate attention 
to depreciation methods and ideas, so 
that a complete and fair understanding 
on this vital topic might be reached 
with public regulatory bodies. 

He pointed out that depreciation, al- 
though technical, complex and con- 
troversial, is today of major importance 
to every utility because of the far- 
reaching changes involved in the transi- 
tion from the retirement method of ac- 
counting, used by most utilities since 
1922, to the straight-line, “age-life” 
method now favored by many state com- 
missions. He declared that the straight- 
line method is being put into effect 
without adequate study of its justifica- 
tion. 

Bernard S. Rodey, Jr., associate con- 
troller of Consolidated Edison Co. of 
New York, called attention to the fact 
that, although the utilities are being 
required, under the new rules, to elimi- 
nate from property accounts “all items 
which may be deemed doubtful or im- 
proper under present accounting phil- 
osophy,” it seemed that they were not 
to be allowed to put on the records 
items, originally charged to expense, 
which are properly chargeable to in- 
vestment under the new concept. 

The significant changes in customer 
use of electricity and revenue derived 
need careful study by utility manage- 
ment, Frank A. Newton, rate and val- 
uation expert of Commonwealth & 
Southern Corp., told the convention. He 
said that rate making is a complex and 


constantly changing problem and not 
amount of wistful hoping and no easy 
assumptions can make a complex eco- 
nomic problem simple. 

Samuel Ferguson, chairman and 
president of Hartford Electric Light 
Co., charged that advocates of govern- 
ment ownership were using “fifth col- 
umn” tactics to induce public regulatory 
bodies to adopt rules:which would crip- 
ple the privately ‘ewned_companies to 
the point that they would no longer be 
able to render adequate public service. 

Mr. Ferguson noted the trend and 
definitions used to promote “straight- 
line” depreciation accounting and 
other procedures pertaining to reserves. 
He declared that should securities of 
the operating companies in the hands 
of investors go sour for any reason 
then the flow of money for new securi- 
ties te be issued would cease with con- 
sequent impairment of service. It was 
indicated that at this time government 
advocates would want to step in and 
take over private operation. 

Kinsey M. Robinson, president of 
Washington Water Power Co., urged a 
united nation in the preparation of na- 
tional defense. He declared that gov- 
ernment’s contribution could well be 
to turn from its attitude of dislike and 
distrust of business, and its policy of 
drastic and detailed direction of the 
nation’s industrial life, to new methods 
of co-operation and coordination should 
private industry offer itself promptly 
and whole-heartedly to the national 
service, 

“It is actually to preserve this Amer- 
ican way of life, this freedom from gov- 
ernment dictatorship, that our national 
defense program will be undertaken,” 
he said. Mr. Robinson pointed out that 
the utilities will necessarily be a major 
factor in the national effort. 





Washington Water Power Company 
Wins the Charles A. Coffin Medal 





The most coveted trophy of the electric utility industry, awarded to the company 
making outstanding contributions during the year 


6 (1816) 


ELECTRICAL WORLD @ 





C. L. Campbell, Connecticut Light é 


Power: Arthur E. Allen, Landers, 
Frary & Clark 
Mr. Robinson explained the situa- 


tion in the Pacific Northwest and de- 
clared that the utilities in the area are 
well-prepared by man-power and 
capacity to meet power demands of 
industry. 

Howard Coonley, chairman of the 
National Association of Manufacturers, 
delivered the main address at the spe- 
cial Wednesday evening meeting. Mr. 
Coonley said that the electric utility 
industry, with its complex of auxiliary 
and related industries, is a living testi- 
monial to the efficiency and progres- 
siveness of private enterprise in an 
atmosphere of comparative freedom. 

It was Mr. Coonley’s belief that reg- 
ulation amounting to managerial con- 
trol, with arbitrary administration sub- 
ject to no judicial review, leads inevit- 
ably in the direction of the totalitarian 
state. He called for a program to win 
public understanding of private enter- 
prise. 

C. L. Campbell, president Connect- 
icut Light & Power Co., pointed out 
how the requirement of uniform ac- 
counting for all electric utilities will 
put an unnecessary burden on the cost 
of service and on the price paid for it 
by customers. The required classifica- 
tion, containing 772 accounts, many of 
which are wholly useless for either reg- 
ulation or operation, is, said Mr. 
Campbell, “a refinement the usefulness 
of which I challenge any one to prove.” 


Prize Awards 


A great deal of interest centered in 
the award of prizes by H. P. Liversidge, 
president ‘of Philadelphia Electric Co. 
and chairman of the prize award com- 
mittee. Mr. Liversidge said that since 
1930 a total of 2,370 papers have been 
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entered in the group of prizes offered 
for the most meritorious papers on 
specified subjects submitted by em- 
ployees of utilities. Roughly, this indi- 
cates that nearly 1 per cent of the total 
number of employees in industry have 
prepared serious, well-considered pa- 
pers on subjects of importance to the 
electric utilities, he declared. The prize 
winning papers have become a part of 
the authoritative literature of the indus- 
try and many are still in active demand. 

The subject of public relations has 
been chosen by 1,465 contestants dur- 
ing the past ten years. Mr. Liversidge 
said that this would indicate that this 
subject is well understood and that “the 
basic factors of good public relations 
are generally well recognized, but local 
conditions must be the dominant con- 
sideration in the application and treat- 
ment of any organized public relations 
activities.” 

The $250 B.C. Forbes prize for the 
most meritorius paper dealing with the 
subject of public relations in the elec- 
tric light and power industry went to 
James M. Stafford, assistant manager 
of advertising of Georgia Power Co. 
Honorable mention to C. M. Turner, as- 
sistant to vice-president of Ebasco Serv- 
ices, Inc., and to Robert T. Livingston, 
director of education and commercial 
research, Long Island Lighting Co. 


James H. McGraw Prizes 


The James H. McGraw prizes for 
the three most meritorious papers on 
any engineering or technical subject 
relating to the electric light and power 
industry were presented by S. B. Wil- 
liams, editor of ExectricaL Wor. 
First prize of $250 went to V. G. Ret- 
tig of Cincinnati Gas & Electric Co.; 
second prize of $150 to Charles L. 
Betts, Jr., of Westchester Lighting Co.; 
third prize of $100 to Vincent Thie- 
mann, Wisconsin Public Service Corp. 

Five prizes of $100 each were 
awarded by R. B. Marshall, president 
of Electromaster, Inc., to the utility 
representative who sold, leased or 
rented during 1939 the greatest number 
of individual domestic electric ranges 
of a rated capacity of 5 kw. or more. 
The winners were: 

A. B. Coleman, Kingsport (Tenn.) 
Utilities, Inc.; E. B. Chiles, Missouri 
Power & Light Co., Jefferson City.; 
J. F. Fricke, Indiana & Michigan Elec- 
tric Co., South Bend, Ind.; C. S. Chap- 
man, Appalachian Electric Power Co., 
Roanoke, Va., and R. J. Burgh, Detroit 
Edison Co. 

The $300 first prize in the Augustus 
D. Curtis award was won by Consoli- 
dated Edison Co. of New York, Inc. 
The cash prize accompanying the cer- 
tificate went to James J. Joy, Frank 
P. Kuhl and Howard D. Green. 

For the superior quality of its plans 
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and methods, the Tampa Electric Co. 
received first prize, a trophy, in the 
George A. Hughes award. A cash 
award of $500 went to F. J. Lacey, ad- 
vertising manager; E. A. Talkington, 
merchandise manager, and M. T. An- 
thony, sales manager, who turned the 
check over to the Tampa Electric Bene- 
fit Association. Second prize went to 
Atlantic City Electric Co., E. A. Lewis, 
vice-president and general manager, and 
R. E. Swift, assistant general manager, 
received jointly the certificate of recog- 
nition, while B. L. England, commer- 
cial manager, received the $300 cash 
award as the individual directly re- 
sponsible for the achievement. Penn- 
sylvania Power Co., L. B. Round, vice- 
president and general manager, received 
third prize. The cash award of $200 
went to C. M. England. 


Martin Rural Award 


Pacific Gas & Electric Co. won the 
Thomas W. Martin, president of Ala- 
bama Power Co., award for showing 


the greatest contribution to the achieve- 
ment of rural electrification. 

The National Electric Water Heating 
award of the Modern Kitchen Bureau, 
a silver trophy and $1,000, went to 
Washington Water Power Co., Kinsey 
M. Robinson, president. Idaho Power 
Co., Portland General Electric Co. and 
Indiana Public Service Co. won honor- 
able mention. 

There were no entries for the Claude 
L. Matthews award for valor, although, 
as Mr. Liversidge said, “somewhere 
some man or woman employee of a 
power company, or a group of them, 
performed some valorous deed, beyond 
the call of duty,” to prevent interrup- 
tion of electric service or put it back 
in the shortest possible time. 

The Edison Electric Institute medal 
in recognition of the successful resusci- 
tation by the prone-pressure method of 
individuals suffering from electric shock 
has been awarded to twelve employees 
since June, 1939. The total number of 
awards since its inception in January, 
1933, is 91 medals. 





Edison Electric Institute Awards 


Charles A. Coffin Medal 
Washington Water Power Company 
for “a distinguished contribution to the 
development of electric light and power 
for the convenience of the public and the 
benefit of the industry.” 


B. C. Forbes Prize 
James M. Stafford, Georgia Power Co. 
Honorable Mention 
C. M. Turner, Ebasco Services, Inc. 
R. T. Livingston, Long Island Lighting Co. 
for “the most meritorious paper dealing 
with the subject of public relations in the 
electric light and power industry.” 


R. B. Marshall Prizes 
A. B. Coleman, 
Kingsport Utilities, Inc., Kingsport, Tenn. 


E. B. Chiles, 
Missouri Power & Light Co., Jefferson City 


J. F. Fricke, 
Indiana & Michigan Electric Co., South 
Bend 


C. S. Chapman, 
Appalachian Electric Power Co., Roanoke 


R. J. Burgh, 
Detroit Edison Co., Detroit, Mich. 


Thomas W. Martin Award 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co., San Francisco 
Paul M. Downing, vice-president, general 
manager 
Honorable Mention 

Central Illinois Light Co. : 
for “the greatest contribution to the ad- 

vancement of rural electrification.” 


James H. McGraw Prizes 
V. G. Rettig, 
Cincinanti Gas & Electric Co. 


“Basis for a Program of Capacitor Addi- 
tions on a Growing Distribution System.” 


Charles Lancaster Betts, Jr., 

Westchester Lighting Co. 
“A New Method for Determining Relay 
Selectivity and Co-ordination” 


Vincent Thiemann, 
Wisconsin Public Service Corp. 


“The Planned Operation of a Reservoir 
System.” 


Augustus D. Curtis Award 
Consolidated Edison Co. of New York, Inc. 
James J. Joy, Frank P. Kuhl, Howard D. 
Green 


George A. Hughes Awards 
Tampa Electric Co., Tampa, Fla. 
F. J. Lacey, E. A. Talkington and 
M. T. Anthony 
Atlantic City Electric Co., N. J. 
E. A. Lewis, R. E. Swift and B. L. England 
Pennsylvania Power Co., New Castle 
L, B. Round 


National Electric Water Heating 
Council Award 
Washington Water Power Co., Spokane 


K. M. Robinson, president 


Honorable Mention 
Idaho Power Co. 


Portland General Electric Co. 
Indiana Public Service Co. 
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Alabama Power to Sell 
System in North Area 


TVA, municipalities and co-operatives in eleven counties to purchase 
facilities for $4,600,000 — Sale will terminate expansion of 
government program in the Tennessee Valley 


The last fringe of an area in which 
the Tennessee Valley Authority is to 
conduct its experiment in socialized 
power production is soon to be acquired 
from the Alabama Power Co. and will 
terminate negotiations which have been 
in progress for more than a year. 

TVA, municipalities and co-opera- 
tives are to purchase for a total of $4,- 
600,000, subject to certain adjustments, 
all facilities in Jackson, Madison, Lime- 
stone, Lauderdale, Colbert, Lawrence, 
Morgan, Marshall, DeKalb, Cherokee 
and Cullman counties and the northern 
half of Franklin County and that por- 
tion of Winston County lying east of the 
Sipsey fork of the Warrior River. The 
transfer is to be made July 1. 


Plan Other Sales 


Within this area, to be transferred, 
are certain distribution systems of the 
company in Russellville, Courtland, 
Albertville and Guntersville which are 
not part of the present sale. Thomas W. 
Martin, president of Alabama Power, 
states that negotiations are under 
way for sale of these facilities to the 
municipalities in some of these com- 
munities. He said that it is hoped that 
these negotiations will result in agree- 
ments. 

The company has disposed of distri- 
bution systems serving Scottsboro, De- 
catur and Hartselle and expects to 
transfer to Fort Payne the local distri- 
bution system in that city within the 
near future. 

Mr. Martin said that the properties 
are being sold to meet the prograin 
of TVA for acquiring an exclusive area 
of operation in north Alabama, adjoin- 
ing its operations in Tennessee and 
Mississippi. “We feel that as to the 
remaining area in which it operates 
the company will be able to carry on 
its operations in a normal manner.” 

Some time ago TVA announced that 
this purchase of Alabama Power prop- 
erties is the final step in carrying out 
the plan for long-term adjustment of 
the relations between the authority and 
the privately owned utilities in the 
region. Also, TVA stated that this 
area would complete its market zone 
and end its expansion of power facili- 
ties throughout the Tennessee Valley. 
TVA pointed out that all of its pres- 
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ent power is under contract and that 
it will not have any additional power 
for sale until the completion of the 
Kentucky Dam at Gilbertsville. When 
this power is available the TVA hopes 
to sell it near the dam. 

Alabama Power has petitioned the 
state utility commission and the Fed- 
eral Power Commission for approval 
of the sale. The company has listed 





PROPERTY SALE—The shaded portion 


shows the area in which facilities of 
Alabama Power Co. are to be sold to 
TVA, municipalities and cooperatives 


the following prices for the properties 
to be sold: 

TVA is to pay $1,989,000; North 
Alabama Electric Co-operative, $185,- 
000; Sand Mountain Electric Co-opera- 
tive, $136,100; city of Huntsville, $1,- 
600,000; Cullman County Electric 
Membership Corp., $125,000; Joe 
Wheeler Electric Membership Corp., 
$88,000; city of Sheffield, $47,000; city 
of Decatur, $25,000; Cherokee County 
Electric Membership Corp., $81,800, 
and the city of Albertville, $263,100. 
Facilities: with a value of $60,000 are 
being reserved for sale to Tishomingo 
County Electric Power Association. 





The Alabama Public Service Com. 
mission has approved the sale of the 
Fort Payne distribution system of Ala- 
bama Power Co. to the city for $75,000, 
of which $30,000 was cash and the re- 
mainder an allowance for equipment 
the company will salvage. Fort Payne 
already has constructed a duplicate sys- 
tem and is operating with power sup- 
plied by TVA. 


Illinois Utility Plans 
New 25,000-Kw. Unit 


Continued growth of load in east- 
ern Illinois has led directors and officers 
of the Central Illinois Public Service 
Co., Springfield, to approve the addi- 
tion of a second 25,000-kw. generating 
unit to the company’s new Hutsonville 
steam station on the Wabash River. 
Trial runs of the new station were bhe- 
gun late in April this year and the an- 
nouncement of the expansion plans 
came before the tests were completed. 
Initial work on the existing station was 
begun May 26, 1939. 

The new unit to be added to Hutson- 
ville station will be a complete duplicate 
of the initial installation. The new 25,- 
000-kw. turbo-generator, which has 
been ordered from Allis-Chalmers, will 
be a tandem compound condensing unit 
and will operate on steam at a pressure 
of 650 lb. per sq.in. and a temperature 
of 850 deg. F. Steam will be supplied 
from two 150,000-lb.-per-hour, high- 
temperature boilers fired by twin pul- 
verized-fuel equipments. The generator 
will be rated 25,000 kva., 85 per cent 
power factor, 13,500 volts. 

Specifications for the new equipment 
include requirements for an early de- 
livery. Expansion work is currently in 
progress and with favorable construction 
weather the company expects that it 
will progress rapidly. 


Electric Cooking Council 
offers $250 in Prizes 


The Commercial Electric Cooking 
Conucil is offering ten cash awards, to- 
taling $250, for the best letters on 
“How My Customers Profit from the 
Use of Electric Cooking Equipment” 
written by commercial electric cooking 
salesmen. Any dealer or utility sales 
man is eligible for the contest if he 
sells electric counter cooking equip- 
ment. 

First prize will be $100 in cash. 
Other awards include a second prize 
of $50, a third of $25, a fourth of $15 
and six others of $10 each. Entries 
will be received between June 10-Au- 
gust 31. Papers are limited to 1.500 
words. 


ELECTRICAL WORLD @ june 8&8, 1940 











Power Supply Adequate 
to Meet Country Demand 


Utility industry has 39,102,000 kw. of installed capacity — Survey 
indicates there will be no shortage — Power Policy 
group revives grid plan 


Expansion of industrial activity as a 
result of the government’s vast national 
defense program finds the private elec- 
tric utility industry in a strategic posi- 
tion to meet any abnormal demands 
made on it for large amounts of power 
in the speeding up of production of war 
orders. 

Last September, when war broke out 
in Europe, the utility industry made a 
careful survey of potential demands for 
electric power in the war supply indus- 
tries. That survey provided a guide 
for the industry’s 1940 construction 
program of more than $600,000,000 
and the installation of more than l,- 
200,000 kw. of steam generating ca- 

pacity. 
Adequate Capacity 


Recent checks on the progress of the 
building program indicate that the util- 
ity industry is in a position to meet all 
power needs of the country. Utility ex- 
ecutives declare that there will be no 
power shortage should large numbers 
of manufacturing plants go on a 24- 
hour production basis. Potential de- 
mands can be met within the present 
margin of safety. Several new generat- 
ing units are scheduled to go into 
operation in the near future and these 
will swell the present capacity of 39,- 
102,000 kw. 

While the private utilities feel as- 
sured that adequate power facilities are 
available and there will be no shortage, 
precautions are being taken against 





possible sabotage or interruption of 
service. The fact that the industry is 
now interconnected in a vast power 
grid gives added assurance of an ade- 
quate power supply in industrial cen- 
ters. 

Comparisons of power supply now 
with that at the time the United States 
entered the last war shows that as of 
March 1 the private utilities had in- 
stalled capacity of 33,200,000 kw., as 
compared with only 8,944,407 kw. in 
1917. Total of all generating capacity 
now available, including private, mu- 
nicipal and government, is 39,102,000 
kw. Since the end of 1935 the industry 
has added more than 3,300,000 kw. of 
capacity. 

With the war tension commanding 
more attention in this country the Na- 
tional Power Policy Committee is re- 
viving talk of its proposed grid. So far 
the committee has recommended to the 
President that the government construct 
such a grid to be financed by a subsid- 
iary of the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation. Some time ago Chairman 
Leland Olds, of the Federal Power 
Commission and driving spirit in the 
power policy group, turned over to the 
private utilities for technical study its 
proposal for a $190,000,000 power grid. 
The utilities feel that such a proposed 
grid is unnecessary and can offer no 
substantial advantages over the present 
interconnected system. 

One of the most retarding factors in 
the utility situation at present is the 


integration proceedings instituted by 
the SEC under the “death sentence” 
provision of the utility act. Indications 
are that a war crisis in this country 
would force suspension of such pro- 
ceedings, thereby allowing the utilities 
to devote their energies to meet power 
demands rather than devise means: of 
breaking up their present system. 


Rural Program Wins 
Conference Support 


A three-cornered discussion of rural 
electrification carried on among repre- 
sentatives of private and municipal 
utility and rural co-operatives attending 
the South Dakota Central Station Con- 
ference last week in Sioux Falls found 
all in agreement and indorsing the 
rural electrification program in so far 
as the building of rural lines to bring 
electric service to farms at the lowest 
cost is concerned. 

However, all participating in the 
discussion condemned attempts of cer- 
tain REA representatives in Washington 
to build power plants and transmission 
systems to provide electricity for this 
program. Discussing agencies agreed 
that such a program would increase the 
cost of electricity to farmers, burden 
them in many cases with a hopeless 
debt, prevent true co-operatives from 
standing on their own feet and seriously 
interfere with the original intent and 
purpose of the rural electrification pro- 
gram. 

This discussion was part of the an- 
nual conference sponsored by the North 
Central Electric Association, W. E. 
Olson, secretary-manager. A total of 
155 representatives of private and 
municipal utility companies and rural 
co-operatives from North and South 
Dakota, Minnesota and Iowa attended. 


ARRIVE AT CONFERENCE—The old and new in transportation to utility conferences were thrown into contrast as H. E. Young 
(right), vice-president of Northern States Power, is met by A. G. Bucholz, company local manager, at the recent South Dakota 


Central Station Conference at Sioux Falls. 
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At right is Abraham Vold, who is the entire Witten (S. D.) Light & Power Co. He 
Grrives in the 1923 model car that he has used each year to attend the conference. Mr. Vold alone serves about 53 customers, 
in the town of 225 population, with a 75-hp. Diesel plant. He won the attendance award 
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POWER ENGINEERS ON TOUR—Industrial electric heating equipment at the Pratt & Whitney division, Niles Bement Pond’s new 
plant at Hartford, Conn., attracted twoscore members and guests of the Power Engineers Association of New England recently 


under the guidance of A. H. d’Arcambal, consulting metallurgist (front row, sixth from left), and W. E. Bancroft, chief metallurgist 
(next right). At the extreme left is J. E. McMaster (Plymouth County Electric), vice-chairman; fifth from left, front, is L. H. Knapp 
(Hartford Electric Light), chairman, and fourth from right is Don M. Libby (Cumberland County Power & Light), secretary 





Customer Dividend 
Voted at Hartford 


A 20 per cent dividend in the form 
of a discount on bills for July has been 
voted to customers of the Hartford 
Electric Light Co., totaling $143,000. 
In accordance with the company’s prac- 
tice, when business is favorable em- 
ployees will also share in a distribution 
of net earnings, this time to the amount 
of $32,000, and stockholders will re- 
ceive $38,000. This last total represents 
20 per cent of the dividend accrual for 
one month, or about 44% cents per 
share. Estimated net earnings available 
for dividends and surplus in the first 
half of 1940 total about $340,000. It 
was pointed out by the company that 
if this rate of earnings could be 
counted upon as permanent, another 
rate reduction would be justified, but 
on account of the uncertainties of the 
immediate future it was felt unsafe to 
do this. 

The directors will be governed as to 
a similar distribution by conditions pre- 
vailing during the last half of the cur- 
rent year. In 1939 the company de- 
clared a single customer dividend of 
25 per cent in the form of a discount 
on October bills and distributed 25 
per cent of one month’s pay to em- 
ployees, stockholders receiving 25 per 
cent of one month’s dividends, or about 
534 cents per share. 

In view of the fact that some homes 
are closed during the discount period, 
resulting in abnormally small bills due 
to vacations, the company has an- 
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nounced that in such cases an equit- 
able adjustment will be made by the 
substitution of the bill for the succeed- 
ing month, or otherwise, as circum- 
stances may make appropriate, in con- 
nection with the 20 per cent discount 
for a month. 
e 


House Group Tables Move 
to Pay for Lost Taxes 


The House military affairs committee 
voted last week, twelve to ten, to table 
a bill authorizing the appropriation of 
Tennessee Valley Authority funds to 
reimburse Tennessee local governments 
for the tax revenues paid heretofore by 
private utilities which were absorbed 
by TVA. 

Unless the House overrides the com- 
mittee and the Senate accepts it, the 
action means that the state of Tennes- 
see and a number of its cities and 
counties, as well as some local govern- 
ments in other jurisdictions, will stand 
to lose large amounts. 


Approve Water Diversion 


Bill to enable the Beauharnois Light, 
Heat & Power Co. to divert an addi- 
tional 30,000 cu.ft. per second of the 
St. Lawrence River for power purposes 
was approved in the House of Com- 
mons in Ottawa last week and stands for 
third reading. Transport Minister C. D. 
Howe, who sponsored the bill, stated 


the additional power was necessary for 
industrial expansion due to the war. 
The diversion will add 250,000 hp. to 
the company’s output. 


Commonwealth Edison 
Employees Win Prizes 


A total of 20 employees of the Com- 
monwealth Edison Co., representing 
twelve different departments of the com- 
pany, shared in $650 prize money of an 
employee-author contest dealing with 
subjects relating to the company’s busi- 
ness. 

In all 198 papers were entered in the 
five divisions of the contest—commer- 
cial, financial, service, technical and 
experienced writers. Four prizes were 
awarded in each group, ranging from 
$60 for first place to $10 for fourth 
place. Prizes were awarded by Presi- 
dent Edward J. Doyle on May 27. 

First prize winners in each of the five 
groups were: Financial, Charles H. 
Bobb, “Causes and Effects of Recent 
Trends in Electric Utility Financing”; 
Commercial, D. S. McPheeters, “Pro- 
motional Assistance in New Fields 
Brings Additional Domestic Revenue”; 
Service, Harry A. Altheide, “More Sug- 
gestions Means Greater Savings to the 
Company and, Extra Compensation to 
the Employee”; Technical, Joseph P. 
Galassini, “The New Northwest Topping 
Unit”; Experienced Writers, John B. 
Watkins, “New Frontiers of the U.S.A. 
and Electric Load Building.” 
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New Flood Control Bill 
Provides for Power Dams 


Four power purpose projects are listed in $191,000,000 authorization 
sought in measure — Discretionary power of President in 1936 
and 1938 acts would be repealed — Bill faces veto 


Further inroads into the electric 
power business by the federal govern- 
ment were seen in the $191,000,000 
flood control authorization bill, carry- 
ing four power projects, as recently 
introduced in the House by Representa- 
tive William Whittington (Dem., Miss.) , 
chairman of the House flood control 
committee. 

The bill authorizes expenditure of 
$3,000,000 for the Allatoona Reservoir 
on the Etowah River in the Coosa River 
basin near Rome, Ga.; $5,000,000 for 
the Whitney Reservoir on the Brazos 
River in Texas; $13,000,000 additional 
for the White River basin in Arkansas 
and Missouri, and $37,000,000 addi- 
tional for Arkansas River basin projects. 


Multiple-Purpose Projects 


The increased authorization for the 
White and Arkansas did not specify on 
what projects the money is to be spent. 
However, it was understood that $5,000,- 
000 and $8,000,000 would be allocated 
to the Water Valley and Norfork dams, 
respectively, on the White to permit 
construction of multiple-purpose proj- 
ects. The $37,000,000 additional for the 
Arkansas could be used for the Mark- 
hams Ferry and Fort Gibson projects 
on the Grand River, which were speci- 
fically authorized in the bill. 

The Grand River projects are lo- 
cated downstream from the Pensacola 
Reservoir, now nearing completion by 
the Grand River Dam Authority of 


Oklahoma, with the aid of PWA money. 
Construction of the two  unstarted 
works, at an estimated cost of $27,000,- 
000, would permit co-ordinated opera- 
tion of the three power projects. 

The measure carries a provision re- 
pealing discretionary power given the 
President in the flood control acts of 
1936 and 1938, to waive up to 50 per 
cent of the local contribution require- 
ments for flood control walls and other 
local protective works. 

Mr. Whittington introduced his bill 
after lengthy hearings and in the face 
of a threat of a White House veto. How- 
ever, he hopes that the President -will 
not carry out his threat and therefore 
is pushing for action. 


Electrification Laboratory 
Opened in West Virginia 


West Virginia’s new rural electrifica- 
tion laboratory at the state Four-H camp 
at Jackson’s Mill is considered a sub- 
stantial step forward in the sponsorship 
of wider use of electricity in farm and 
rural areas. The laboratory was con- 
structed by the West Virginia Rural 
Electrification Committee, composed of 
state utilities and state agricultural 
extension division. Many equipment 
manufacturers have joined in furnish- 
ing the building. 

The laboratory is devoted to teach- 
ing the thousands of farmers, their 


wives and youngsters of Four-H clubs 
how electricity can work for them effi- 
ciently and economically on the farm. 
It is non-commercial. Sessions started 
in April and will continue until late 
September. 


Project License Issued 


Federal Power Commission has 
ordered that a license be issued to 
Manti City Corp., Salt Lake City, Utah, 
for the construction, operation and 
maintenance of an electric power proj- 
ect on Manti Creek, in Sanpete County, 
Utah. The project, within the Manti 
National Forest, is now almost com- 
pletely constructed and the installed 
capacity of about 530 hp. is to supply 
electric energy for residential and com- 
mercial use in and around Manti City. 


Adequate Wiring Plans 


The Adequate Wiring Bureau of the 
St. Louis Electrical Board of Trade has 
announced that during the first nine 
months of its first year’s operation it 
has corrected 151 sets of plans, some 
of them basic, for operative builders. 
A total of 37,399 additional outlets were 
recommended, of which 18,400 addi- 
tional outlets were actually added or are 
now being added. 


Spur Water Heater Sales 


August Jaeger, chairman of the ad- 
vertising committee, N.E.M.A. electric 
water heater section, Modern Kitchen 
Bureau, announced that during the first 
four months this year 127 utilities pur- 
chased 203,538 promotional items. Dur- 
ing all of 1939, 108 utilities bought 
56,391 items. 





LABORATORY—At the state Four-H camp at Jackson’s Mill the West Virginia Rural Electrification Committee has constructed this 
tural electrification laboratory as a “teaching center” to demonstrate how electricity can be put to more profitable use on the 
farm and in rural areas. The “L” type kitchen and three demonstrators and a section of the dairy center equipment 
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West Penn Certifies 
1,090 Homes in ‘39 


During 1939 West Penn Power Com- 
pany issued 1,090 Adequate Wiring cer- 
tificates out of a total of 1,500 new 
homes built in the company’s territory. 
Continuing its well-organized, extensive 
sales training program designed to in- 
crease residential wiring adequacy 
throughout its territory, the West Penn 
Power Company recently concluded a 
series of six divisional meetings repre- 
senting the 35 districts and twelve sub- 
districts it serves. 

The purpose of the program, which 
calls for the co-operation of all em- 
ployees, is to expand and round out 
the activity to attack all markets. This, 
it is stated, can be achieved by 

1. Continuing to sell the new home 
market, with increased emphasis on 
homes under $5,000. 

2. Enlarging selling activities to in- 
clude all new customers. Where exist- 
ing homes cannot qualify for certifica- 
tion, it is most important to increase 
the number of outlets and capacity of 
circuits. 

3. Making use of every opportunity 
to sell present customers on the benefits 
of additional outlets, heavier circuits, 
etc. 

Based on more than ten years of 
productive promotion of adequate wir- 
ing, a new and comprehensive forty- 
page Adequate Wiring Sales Manual 
has been prepared covering (1) the 
need and market, (2) accomplishments 
and objectives, (3) elements of ade- 
quate wiring (4) certification standards, 
(5) fundamentals of adequate wiring, 
(6) why customers buy A. W., (7) bene- 
fits of A.W., (8) sales aids, (9) A.W. 
sales chart, (10) procedure and sales 
approach in selling A.W. and (11) con- 
clusion featuring the theme of the sales 
training activity—Know It—Talk It— 
and Sell It. The sales manual, designed 
for a continuing activity, will also be 
used at informal district conferences. 

The effectiveness of the certification 
plan is indicated by the 1939 record of 
1,090 certificates issued out of a total 
of 1,500 new homes built in the terri- 


tory. 
* 


Rocky Mountain League 
Offers Prizes for Slogans 


The Rocky Mountain Electrical 
League is offering an expense-paid trip 
to its Albuquerque convention, Septem- 
ber 9-11, or $100 in cash for the best 
usable slogan to promote public con- 
sciousness of street and highway light- 
ing. For the best slogan not used a 
prize of $25 will be given. There is a 
$10 second and $5 third prize. 

For the best slogan descriptive of 
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the economies, conveniences and safety 
of adequate wiring, the league will 
award $25 in cash. Second prize will be 
$15 and third $10. The two contests are 
open to any employee of company mem- 
bers of the league. 


Technical Data Spur 
To Early Application 


The lag between discovery and appli- 
cation of engineering and other scien- 
tific knowledge is lessening, according 
to Dr. Collins P. Bliss, dean-emeritus 
of the College of Engineering of New 
York University and president of the 
Engineering Index. 

Dean Bliss stated that the prompter 
application of new ideas, methods and 
materials in engineering and other in- 
dustrial fields is due primarily to better 
facilities for surveying and abstracting 
the technical literature of the world, 
and distributing the essentials of it to 
those who use the material. 

The 55th annual volume of the Engi- 
neering Index, which appeared on May 
28 at the annual meeting of the board 
of trustees, covers some 1,400 pages, 
with 27,000 annotations and 40,000 
cross-references—a veritable encyclo- 
pedia of current data in all branches 
of engineering. Its world-wide material 
is drawn from some 2,000 periodicals 
and reports in many languages in the 
United States and 40 foreign countries. 





SAFETY AWARD—Vice-president E. W. 
Robinson (left) of Georgia Power. present- 
ing bronze safety plaque to Southeast 
Division Superintendent J. D. Hurlbert as 
his division completed the second con- 
secutive year without a lost-time accident 
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Complete Revision 
of Wiring Handbook 


The Industry Committee on Interior 
Wiring Design, which is responsible for 
keeping the nationally accepted Hand- 
book of Interior Wiring Design up to 
date, contemplates a complete revision 
of the book during the current year. 
E. A. Brand, chairman of the Industry 
Committee on Interior Wiring Design, 
announces. 

The revision will take into account 
advances in wiring design practices 
since 1937 as well as the changes made 
necessary in basic design considerations 
due to the important revisions forth- 
coming in the 1940 edition of the 
National Electrical Code. 

The work will be handled by a tech- 
nical subcommittee, of which R. GCG. 
Slauer, Westinghouse Electric & Manu- 
facturing Co., 150 Broadway, New 
York City, is chairman, and to him 
should be sent all suggestions, com- 
ments and criticisms regarding the 
Handbook text, material covered and 
method of presentation, Mr. Brand 
states. 

Other subcommittee members are: 
A. B. Smith, National Electrical Manu- 
facturers Association; Allan Cogge- 
shall, Hatzel & Buehler; M. S. Mc- 
Naught, Electrical Contracting; G. S. 
Merrill, General Electric Co.; F. N. M. 
Squires, New York Board of Fire 
Underwriters; Howard Stevenson, De- 
troit Edison Co., and W. S. Stewman, 
New York Power & Light Corp. 


Red Seal Homes Show Up 
Best in Toronto Census 


An appliance census taken of 100 
houses in Toronto, Ontario, shows that 
for 1939 the average number of out- 
lets per Red Seal house was 72.6, com- 
pared with 33.4 in the average new 
non-Red Seal house. The comparison 
in convenience outlets was 19.1 for Red 
Seal homes, against 8.2 for non-Red 
Seal. 

Since 1931 convenience outlet aver- 
age for Red Seal certifications has in- 
creased from 11 to over 19. When the 
fact is considered that Red Seal certi- 
fies approximately 85 per cent of new 
homes built in the Toronto area, it can 
be seen that the total volume of added 
wiring is very great. 

A survey made during 1939 shows 
that 98 per cent of occupied Red Seal 
homes had electric ranges. A similar 
survey made on refrigerators brought 
the percentage of that appliance up to 
76 per cent in occupied Red Seal homes. 
The annual appliance census of 100 
typical new homes shows that there are 
approximately $350 worth more of ap- 
pliances in the average Red Seal home. 
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The L-M “Heavy Duty” 
Lightning Arresters 
offers greater protection 


to your transformers 


Repeated Tests on High 
Ampere Surges prove that 


the Arresters can control 
















unusually severe lightning 





Moisture seals are 
positive — you can 
readily see that no 
moisture appears in- 


side the housing 





The clean gaps are an indi- 
cation of freedom from 
. radio interference—the 





gaps are visible through 


the glass housing 


The disconnecting 






Isolator is a positive 
safety valve to protect 


against feeder lock-outs 


LINE MATERIAL CO. 


“Heavy Duty’ LIGHTNING ARRESTERS 
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< James Cleary, Combustion Engineering: Thomas N. McCarter, Jr., Public Service 
Edward Billings, Babcock & Wilcox; War- Electric & Gas: Alfred H. Schoellkopt. 
ren C. Drake, Warren C. Drake Company Niagara Hudson Power 


L. B. Round and Rufus Moses, 
Pennsylvania Power 


EDISON ELECTRIC INSTITUTE ANNUAL CO 


UTILITY EXECUTIVES from all sections of the country gathered in Atla 
this week 
annual con 
Edison Ele 
Problems o 
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cussed. The 
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hind the 
program a 
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F. W. Crone and Harold S. Sutton, Consolidated 
Edison Company of New York 


B. Millar, Pennsylvania Electric Association: For making “the greatest contribution to the advancement of rural 
Ira L. Craig, Philadelphia Electric electrification.” Pacific Gas & Electric received the Martin award 





Joseph McKinley, Duquesne Light: W. H. Ochiltree, Ochiltree Electric: G. H. Ousler, 
Duquesne Light; J. R. Poteat. General Electric 


Dr. William McClellan and Edward Gushee, 
Union Electric Company of Missouri 


CONVENTION 


d in Atlantic City, N. J., 
s week for the eighth 
nual convention of the 
ison Electric Institute. 
oblems of operation, ac- 
nting, rates and power 
ply were widely  dis- 
ssed. The electric utilities 
ew their full support be- 
id the national defense 
ogram and assured the 
ntry that there will be 


ower shortage. 
P 8 George Conover, Philadelphia Electric E. F. Whitney and L. R. Brown. General Electric 


F. V. Armistead and C. E. Michel, Union Electric Company of Missouri; Howard S. Agee and P. S. Young, 
P, S. Millar, Electrical Testing Laboratories Public Service Electric & Gas 





estinghouse Briefs 


. ... showing the extent of Westinghouse 
activities in research; in the manufacture, 





distribution and application of apparatus; 
and in promoting the use of electricity. These 
activities, which result in better service to 
you and a wider use of electricity by your 
customers, have been encouraged by your 
purchases of Westinghouse apparatus. 


WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC & MANUFACTURING CO. 
EAST PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Tune in “Musical Americana”, N. B. C. 
Blue Network, every Thursday evening. 
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ighouse studies operation of LACHIANS ... Connecting a ful- 

ng arresters in service, a typi- chronograph at a lightning investi- 

umple of work being carried — station. Similar equipment is 

oughout the country. ae and recording light- 
ning’s effects in many locations 
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ing investigation equipment 
2d on transmission towers of 
station WADC, at Akron, 
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A STUDY IN MINIATURE... Built for the purpose of 
studying effects of lightning on transmission lines, this 


miniature will undoubtedly point the way to 
BB improvements in protective schemes. 


LIGHTNING PROOF... 

Typical transmission line 
equip with protector tubes 
to minimize lightning’s dam- 
age. Westinghouse has led in 
the development of this type of 
equipment. 
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Utility Photo Contest 
_ Draws Keen Interest 


Public Service Co. of Oklahoma re- 
cently concluded a ten-week picture- 
title contest in which $350 in prize 
money was given away for the best 
title to weekly photographs published 
in Tulsa Sunday newspapers depicting 
the history and services of the com- 
pany. The company reports that 6,657 
contestants, representing between 6 and 
7 per cent of the company’s domestic 
customers, participated in the contest, 
submitting 9,712 separate entries. 

Purpose of the contest was to acquaint 

| customers, through advertising, with the 

| stability of the company, its long serv- 
ice to the state, its veteran personnel 
and extra services that consumers re- 
ceive. 

Subject matter of the pictures and 
ads covered lighting demonstrations, 
home service work, customer service 
aids, history and progress of the com- 
pany, power plant potentialities, com- 
mercial lighting, safety and citizenship, 
as well as duties of service men and 
dispatchers, industrial engineering serv- 
ices and community service training. 

Contest advertisements were carried 
in Tulsa’s two Sunday newspapers. 
Although a majority of the entrants 
lived in or near Tulsa entries were also 
received from persons in 130 cities 
other than Tulsa and in the Public 
Service territory. 

Rules of the contest called for con- 
testants to write, in ten words or less, 
a title for the picture shown in each 
week’s advertisement. There was a $25 
weekly award and a grand prize of $100. 


Utility Builds Tie-Line 
for New Haven Station 


A double-circuit 66-kv. tie-line is to 
be built along the New York, New 
Haven & Hartford Railroad’s right-of- 
way to connect the English (New 
Haven) generating station of the United 
Illuminating Co. with the Steel Point 
(Bridgeport) plant. The railroad trus- 
tees, with the sanction of the U. S. 
District Court, have approved the lease 
and agreement. 

Sufficient capacity will be provided 
o handle 25,000 kw. over either circuit 
n either direction. This will make re- 
rve capacity available in either district 
of the company’s system in case of 
trouble as well as facilitating intercon- 
ection with adjoining utilities for war- 
emergency power-pooling purposes. An 
idditional objective is the most econom- 
tal operation of either station under 
varying loads. 

Cable will be used through the con- 
ested area surrounding the New Haven 
















plant. Gibbs & Hill, Inc., will engineer 
and construct the tie-lines and draw 
upon its Pennsylvania Railroad experi- 
ence in constructing power facilities 
without interruption to train schedules. 


Fluorescent Queries Gain 
Says Consolidated Edison 


Fluorescent lighting will make up 
about 35 per cent of all lighting case 
studies resulting from inquiries during 
May by customers of Consolidated Edi- 
son Company of New York, Inc., accord- 
ing to information from the office of 
E. F. Jeffe, vice-president. 

Consolidated Edison began making 
fluorescent recommendations early in 
1939. By the end of the year such rec- 
ommendations averaged 11 per cent 
of the total. This year has shown a sharp 
increase, fluorescent lighting inquiries 
—and consequent case studies—in April 
representing 20 per cent of the total. 


Adequate Wiring Bureau 


Operating certification under a local 
committee or bureau has been estab- 
lished in eight cities recently by the 
Adequate Wiring Bureau, bringing to 
37 the total now established. The lat- 
est eight joining the list include Day- 
ton, Ohio; Grand Rapids and Muske- 
gon, Mich.; Peoria, Ill.; Charleston, 
W. Va.; Denver, Colo.; Sheboygan. 
Wis., and New Orleans, La. 


Utah Power & Light 
Quits Merchandising 


Utah Power & Light Co. is relin- 
quishing to independent dealers its 
business in electrical appliances in the 
interest of quickened “industrial mobil- 
ization under the national defense pro- 
gram,” according to George M. Gadsby, 
president. 

Mr. Gadsby said that the personnel 
will concentrate upon providing elec- 
trical service for industries, commer- 
cial establishments, homes and farms 
of the area it serves. 

“In the intermountain area the de- 
mands for non-ferrous metals for ma- 
terials used in industry to expedite 
rearmament will be increased,” Mr. 
Gadsby explained. “In all of these emer- 
gency preparedness conditions electric 
power plays an important part.” 

Mr. Gadsby said that he was confident 
the increased business accruing to in- 
dependent dealers would provide em- 
ployment opportunities for such mem- 
bers of the company staff as will be 
affected by the change. 


Utility Plans New Office 


Ohio Power Co., Newark, has com- 
pleted plans for a new office building 
on Main Street between First and Sec- 
ond Streets, to be three story and base- 
ment, 100 x 128 feet, estimated to cost 
approximately $250,000. Bids have 
been asked on general erection con- 
tract and award will be made soon. 





ENLARGE HEADQUARTERS—Second of two major construction projects in progress on 





the Indianapolis Power & Light Co. system is expansion of the Morris Street operating 
headquarters, for which the company will spend about $100,000 this year. The other 
project is the new 35,000-kw. turbo-generator 
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WIND TUNNEL FOR AIR-CONDITIONING SHOW—An actual wind tunnel, above, will 

be set up and operated on the floor of the Commonwealth Edison Company's 1940 

forthcoming Air-Conditioning Show in Chicago, next week, to show how manufacturers 
of ventilating fans test and establish the ratings of their equipment 





Raver Would Connect 
All Northwest Units 


Integration of all power facilities in 
the Pacific Northwest for national de- 
fense purposes has been recommended 
by Paul J. Raver, Bonneville adminis- 
trator, in a memorandum to Secretary 
Ickes. 

Mr. Raver stated that “if we are to 
be prepared to meet the power de- 
mands of the national defense pro- 
gram, with its inherent industrial ex- 
pansion, it is necessary that we acceler- 
ate the completion of the interconnec- 
tion of the government plants on the 
Columbia River with all existing util- 
ities in the area.” 

Recently voters in the area turned 
down the proposed creation of several 
public utility districts—PUDs—after 
advocates of government ownership and 
Bonneville officials had urged the peo- 
ple to create the districts to sell Bonne- 
ville power. The private utilities in the 
area have offered to distribute the 
power over their present distribution 
systems. 

Mr. Raver said in his memorandum 
to Secretary Ickes that the integration 
of the various plants would give the 
region some of the most dependable 
power in the United States, with indus- 
tries guaranteed against power failure 
through the shutdown of any one or 


more plants. 
«* 


Ordered to Extend System 


The village of Macedon, N. Y., which 
operates an electric plant, has been 
ordered by the state Public Service 


18 (1828) 


Commission to extend its distribution 
system a distance of about 4,800 ft. 
to serve farm customers on Turner 
Road, the extension to be completed 
not later than June 15. The case 
against the village was instituted by 
the commission after complaints had 
been received from a number of farm- 
ers in the vicinity of Macedon relative 
to the failure of the municipal plant 
to extend service to their farms. 


Starts Rehabilitation 


Under authorization of the City 
Council, the city of Madisonville, Ky., 
municipal lighting plant has started re- 
habilitation of its primary and second- 
ary distribution systems. 





MEETINGS 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers — 
Semi-annual meeting, Milwaukee, Wis., June 
17-21. C. E. Davies, national secretary, 2? West 
39th St., New York, N. Y. 

Public Utilities Advertising Association — Annual 
convention, Palmer House, Chicago, Ill., June 
23-26. H. W. Olcott, Bozell & Jacobs, Indian- 
apolis, ind., secretary. 

American Society for Testing Materials—Annua! 
meeting Chalfonte-Haddon Hall, Atlantic City, 
N. J., June 24-28. R. E. Hess, assistant secre- 
tary, 260 South Broad St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Sum- 
mer convention, Swampscott, Mass., June 24-28; 
Pacific Coast convention, Los Angeles, Calif., 
August 26-30. . H. Henline, national secre- 
tary, 33 West 39th St., New York. 

Society for the Promotion of Engineering Educa- 
tion—Annual meeting, University of California, 
Berkeley, Calif., June 24-28. 

Canadian Electrical Association — Fiftieth annual 
convention (Golden Jubilee), ergnre Club, 
P. Canada, June 25-28. 8B. C. Fairchild, 
secretary, 804 Tramways Blidg., Montreal, 
Canada. 

Stevens Management Conference — Stevens Insti- 
tute of Technology, annual conference, Stevens 
— Camp, Johnsonburg, N. J., June 
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Air Unit Show Will 
Be Held in Chicago 


A pair of cool penguins, imported 
from Chile, are expected to add just 
the proper arctic touch to Common. 
wealth Edison Company’s 1940 Air 
Conditioning Show, to be held next 
week, June 14-22 inclusive, in Chi- 
cago. The frigid pair will be estab- 
lished in a window of the company’s 
Loop store, where they will lure shop- 
pers in to view the displays of the latest 
year "round air-conditioning equipment, 
store coolers, room coolers, attic fans, 
etc., which nearly 30 manufacturers 
will exhibit. 

A 10-in. oscillating fan will be 
awarded daily during the show to the 
person who submits on that day the 
most suitable name for the penguins. 
And, at the end of the show, a Philco- 
York room cooler will be awarded to 
the individual whose entry is judged 
best of the daily winners. 

One of the educational exhibits of 
the show will be the wind tunnel, 
shown, which is used by manufacturers 
of ventilating fans to test their equip- 
ment. This exhibit will show how test- 
ing of equipment is done and how the 
data collected are used to rate ven- 
tilating fans. 

Effectiveness of air cleaning by elec- 
trostatic precipitation will be shown in 
an exhibit where a large commercial 
“Precipitron” will be in operation, 
arranged to show before and after ef- 
fects. 

Other displays will include an elec- 
trically air conditioned automobile and 
a display of forecasting and recording 
instruments used by the United States 
Weather Bureau. 

= 


Roosevelt Names Eicher 
for Another SEC Term 


President Roosevelt has sent to the 
Senate for confirmation the name of Ed- 
ward C. Eicher of Iowa for reappoint- 
ment as a member of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 

Mr. Eicher was first appointed to the 
SEC in November, 1938, to fill the un- 
expired term of John Hanes, who left 
to become Under Secretary of the 
Treasury. Mr. Eicher had been a mem- 
ber of the Congressional committee 
which drafted the utility act of 1935. 


Rights-of-Way Franchise 


Pacific County, Washington, commis- 
sioners recently issued a blanket 25- 
year franchise for rights-of-way for all 
electric power lines on county roads 
and streets to the Pacific County PUD. 
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Output Dips 5% in 
Memorial Day Week 


Reflecting Memorial Day, output of 
the electric light and power industry 
for the week ended June 1 was 2,332,- 
216,000 kw.-hr., a new low for 1940, 
but still 10.3 per cent ahead of the cor- 
responding week of last year, according 
to the Edison Electric Institute. 

Memorial Day this year came on 
Thursday and the dip was 4.8 per cent 
for the week; last year, the dip was 
about 4.1 per cent and the holiday was 
on Tuesday; in 1938, it was 4.8 per 
cent (Monday); in 1937, 3.4 per cent 
(Sunday). 

For the most recent week production 
of electricity was 24.1 per cent above 
the corresponding week of 1938 and 9.4 


Weekly Output Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1940 1939 1937 
June | 2,332 June 3 2,114 June 5 2,131 
May 25 2,449 May 27 2,205 May 29 2,207 
May 18 2,422 May 20 2,170 May 22 2,199 
May Ii 2,388 May {3 2,171 May 15 2,195 
May 4 2,386 May 6 2,164 May 8 2,176 
Apr. 27 2,39 Apr. 29 2,183 May | 2,194 
Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 
June | May 25 May [8 
New England ......... + 7.8 8.1 +7.0 
Middle Atlantic ....... + 6.7 730 =#+72 
Central Industrial ..... +15.8 145 T'S 
West Central ......... + 52 62 +69 
Southern States ....... +82 +122 +133 
Rocky Mountain ...... +16.1 13.5 +13.7 
Pacife -saiscnccdecseset + 5.7 84 +58 
United States ....... +103 +11.1 +11.6 


2.7 


2.6 
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2.4 


2.3 


2.2 


Billions of Kw-Hr. 
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2.0 
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per cent above 1937, the previous high 
output year. Output was 11.7 per cent 
under last winter’s peak; comparative 
decreases for 1939, 1938 and 1937 were 
10.5, 14.7 and 6.5 per cent, respectively. 

Despite the Memorial Day dip in 
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output, two of the major geographic 
regions, the Central Industrial and 
Rocky Mourttain, showed larger per- 
centage gains over 1939 than in the 
preceding week, rising to 15, 8 and 
16.1 per cent, respectively. 





Energy Sales Gain 
116%, Revenue 7% 


Energy sales by the electric light and 
power industry to ultimate customers 
during March were 9,326,939,000 kw.- 
hr., a decrease of about 1.7 per cent 
from February, but 11.6 per cent above 
March, 1939, according to the Edison 
Electric Institute. For this energy the 
industry received $197,365,000, approx- 
imately 2.8 per cent less than in Febru- 
ary, but 7 per cent more than in March 
of last year. 

Average residential customer data 
for the twelve months ended March 31 





Classification of Sales, March, 1940, and 
Change From 1939 (Revised Series) 


Million % 
” Class w.-Hr, Gain 
Residential or domestic........... 1,921 11.3 
Rural (distinct rural rates)........ 93 13.4 
mmercial or industrial 
Small light and power.......... 1,770 10.2 
eae eg oe pawer, re 4.837 as 
et an way Mie cxsaes 
Other public authorities eros 22% 3= «12.7 
ailways and railroads 
Street and interurban 
Dalle et 366 1.4 
Electrified steam railroads...... 172 3.6 
Interdepartmental ................. 68 1.6 
Total to ultimate customers....... 9,327 i 
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show an annual use of 913 kw.-hr., an 
annual bill of $36.06, or a rate of 3.95 
cents per kw.-hr. These figures repre- 
sent increases of 5.5 per cent, 1.7 per 
cent, and a decrease of 3.7 per cent, 
respectively, over the corresponding 
period of 1939. 

These sales and revenue data are 
revised figures on the basis of the 
Uniform System of Accounts prescribed 
by the Federal Power Commission; data 
on source and disposal of energy are 
undergoing revision by the E.E.I. as to 
classification of industry generating 
plants and form of presentation. 


Air Unit Sales Set Record 


All April records for sales of central- 
plant air-conditioning systems in Chi- 
cago were broken this year, according 
to figures released by Commonwealth 
Edison Co. Contracts were awarded for 
59 air-conditioning installations, total- 
ing 1,175 hp., as against 42, aggregating 
678 hp., reported for April, 1939. The 
previous high April mark was set in 
1937, when 52 systems, with a combined 
rating of 1,031 hp., were sold. Chicago 
dealers also sold 41 electric room cool- 
ers in April. 


1940 


April Output Up 
12.4% Over 1939 


Production of electric energy for 
public use during April totaled 11,000,- 
921,000 kw.-hr., an increase of 12.4 per 
cent over April, 1939, according to the 
Federal Power Commission. Average 
daily output during April was 366,697,- 
000 kw.-hr., or 0.7 per cent more than 
during March. Production by water 
power during April amounted to 41 per 
cent of the total, as compared with 35 
per cent in March and 45 per cent in 
April of last year. 

Reports received during May indi- 
cated that the capacity of generating 
plants in service on April 30 totaled 
40,556,000 kw., a net increase of 88,- 
000 kw. over that previously reported. 

Coal on hand at electric utility power 
plants on May 1 totaled 10,496,138 tons, 
an increase of 2.4 per cent over April 
1 and of 19.5 per cent over May 1, 
1939. Electric utility power plants con- 
sumed approximately 3,727,191 net 
tons of coal during April, of which 
3,561,247 tons were bituminous and 
165,944 tons were anthracite, decreases 
of 11.3 per cent and 11.0 per cent, re- 
spectively, when compared with the 
previous month. 
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Van Wyck Made Head 
of North American Unit 


At the organization meeting of the 
board of directors of North American 
Light & Power Co., following the an- 
nual meeting of stockholders, Allen 
Van Wyck was elected president of the 
company. North American Light & 
Power Co. is a subsidiary of the North 
American Co. 

North American Light & Power’s 
principal operating subsidiaries are 
Kansas Power & Light Co. and Mis- 
souri Power & Light Co., and it also 
has large investments in Illinois Iowa 
Power Co., which controls Des Moines 
Electric Light Co. and Iowa Power & 
Light Co. 

Mr. Van Wyck, who was formerly 
senior vice-president of the electric 
operating companies in this group, has 
also been elected president of the IIli- 
nois Iowa Power Co. and as the oper- 
ating head of that company he will 
have headquarters at Decatur, II. 


> Witts MActacuian, consulting engi- 
neer of Toronto, Canada, was recently 
elected president of the Royal Canadian 
Institute. Mr. Maclachlan is active in 
the Canadian Electrical Association. 


> W. B. Hurtey, staff engineer, sales 
department, Detroit Edison, has re- 
cently been appointed assistant district 
chief of the Detroit Ordnance District, 
U. S. War Department, by Major-Gen- 
eral C. M. Wisson, Chief of Ordnance 
of the Army. 


> KennetH J. Haines has recently 
been appointed advertising manager of 
Northern Indiana Public Service Co., 
Hammond. He was formerly advertising 
manager of the Illinois Northern Utili- 
ties Company, Dixon, where he achieved 
wide recognition with his certified per- 
formance gas range advertising. Mr. 
Haines has also received citations of 
merit from newspaper color advertising 
exhibits, as well as winning an award 


20 (1830) 


in the Modern Kitchen Bureau’s electric 
water heater advertising contest last 
year. He was born and educated in Ne- 
braska, receiving his A.B. degree there. 


Proctor Named President 
of Toledo Edison Co. 


Carroll L. Proctor has been elected 
president of the Toledo Edison Co. to 
fill the vacancy which has existed since 
the death of Frank R. Coates, two years 
ago. Mr. Proctor has been vice-president 
and general manager since 1925. 

Mr. Proctor’s early business experi- 
ence was obtained with the General 
Electric Co. at Schenectady, 1903-1908, 
in the testing department, foreign de- 
partment and railway commission de- 





partment. He entered the utility field 
with the Athens Railway & Electric Co., 
serving as general superintendent from 
1908-15. His connection with the Do- 
herty organization started in 1912, when 
the Athens property was purchased. 
From 1915-18 he was connected with 
the Empire District Electric Co., Jop- 
lin, Mo., as sales manager; 1918-19, 
Danbury & Bethel Gas & Electric Light 
Co., vice-president and general man- 
ager; 1919-25 Empire District Electric 
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Co. as vice-president and general man- 
ager; 1925 to date, Toledo Edison Co., 
vice-president and general manager, 
holding similar executive positions with 
several associated companies. 


> W. L. Marwick, general sales man- 
ager of the Foster-Wheeler Corp., New 
York, has been elected a vice-president 
of that corporation. Mr. Martwick, who 
has broad experience in the power plant 
field, has been connected with Foster- 
Wheeler since its inception. 


> Joun W. Hanes, formerly a member 
of the Securities and Exchange Con- 
mission and Under-Secretary of the 
Treasury, has been elected a director 
of the Johns-Manville Corp. Recently 
Mr. Hanes also was elected a director 
of the Bankers Trust Co. 


> Orrin Moses, for the past five years 
an engineer in the distribution depart- 
ment of the Lynn Gas & Electric Co., has 
resigned to take a similar position in 
the Hartford Electric Light Co. He is a 
graduate of the electrical engineering 
department at Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute. 


> Dr. Ratston Russert has recently 
joined the research staff of the West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co., 
where he will be in charge of the re- 
search work in ceramics. Dr. Russell 
was formerly connected with General 
Motors and more recently with the 
General Ceramics Corp., Keasbey, N. J., 
where he was concerned with the devel- 
opment of electric insulators and heat 
shock refractories. In 1937 and 1938 
he divided his time between advanced 
study at Ohio State University, his 
alma mater, and research work at the 
Engineering Experiment Station. On 
joining Westinghouse Dr. Russell will 
take over theduties previously held by 
H. C. Harrison, who has been in charge 
of ceramic research for the company 
for approximately ten years, Mr. Har 
rison has been made liaison engineer 12 





the central engineering laboratories and 
standards department. Mr. Harrison 
will be charged with co-ordinating the 
ceramic engineering practice of all 
the Westinghouse plants. 


> C. ALLAN Hart, Jr., Portland attor- 
ney, has been named general counsel of 
the Bonneville Power Administration. 
Mr. Hart succeeds Herbert S. Marks, 
whose resignation was announced early 
in March. Mr. Hart has been acting 
general counsel since that time. He 
practiced law in Portland 1935-36, 
served as assistant United States Attor- 
ney for the district of Oregon from 1936 
to 1938 and acted as special assistant to 
the United States Attorney-General at 
Washington, D.C., until he was ap- 
pointed Mr. Marks’ assistant general 
counsel at Bonneville nearly a year ago. 


> R. J. Kane, formerly representative 
for the Proctor Electric Co., has been 
appointed full-time secretary-manager 
of the Omaha Electrical League, re- 
cently reorganized. 


> Paut H. Rossins, who has been con- 
nected with the engineering and line 
departments of Metropolitan Edison Co. 
for almost 20 years, has been trans- 
ferred from the Easton office of the 
company to the Reading division, where 
he has been made superintendent of 
transmission and distribution. Mr. Rob- 
bins has been constantly in the employ 
of Metropolitan Edison Co. since his 
graduation from Penn State College in 
1921. That year he became a dispatcher 
at Easton, later went to Reading in the 
engineering department and in 1928 re- 
turned to Easton, where he remained 
until his recent transfer. 


> Henry J. Fispeck, widely known in 
northeastern electrical circles for his 
work in electric heat treating, and chief 
metallurgist of the Pratt & Whitney 
engine division of the United Aircraft 
Corp., East Hartford, Conn., has been 
appointed process engineer of that 
organization. 


> Dr. Jesse T. Lirrteton, well-known 
glass physicist, who for the past twenty 
years has headed Corning Glass Works 
physics laboratory, has been promoted 
to the recently created position of 
assistant director of research. Since 
1913 he has been physicist at the Corn- 
ing Glass Works in Corning, N. Y., be- 
coming chief of the physical laboratory 
in 1920. He is a fellow of the American 
Physical Society, American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, Ameri- 
can Institute of Electrical Engineers 
and a member of the American Society 
for Testing Materials. He has prepared 
humerous papers on glass technology 
and, with Dr. G. W. Morey, is author 
of a book, “The Electrical Properties 
of Glass.” 
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C. E. Houston New Head 
of Pacific Coast Group 


C. E. Houston, who was elected presi- 
dent of the Pacific Coast Electrical 
Association at its recent convention in 
Oakland, Calif., has been assistant gen- 
eral manager of the Southern California 
Edison Co. for the past year. He is a 
veteran Edison company official. In 


1906 he was engaged as superintendent 
of construction for the Ventura (Calif.) 
County Power Co., which brought under 
one head the several electric companies 
serving the cities of Ventura, Oxnard 
and Santa Paula and which later was 
merged with the Southern California 
Edison Co. 

After holding various positions in 
many of the company’s districts he was 
appointed manager of the eastern di- 
vision, comprised of six districts, in 
1930. Two years later he became assist- 
ant commercial manager in the general 
offices at Los Angeles. In 1936 he was 
named commercial manager and last 
year his appointment as assistant gen- 
eral manager was made. 


> Loyat V. Bew_ey of Pittsfield, Mass., 
research engineer with the General 
Electric Co., has been appointed pro- 
fessor of electrical engineering and 
head of the department at Lehigh Uni- 
versity, succeeding the late Prof. Stan- 
ley S. Seyfert. His appointment is effec- 
tive September 1. Not only has Mr. 
Bewley had a wide range of design and 
research experience during his seven- 
teen years with General Electric, but 
he has taught almost continuously in 
the courses for engineering graduates 
sponsored by that company. He is the 
author of the book on “Traveling Waves 
on Transmission Systems” and of many 
papers and reports which have ap- 
peared in technical publications. He 
has received the Charles A. Coffin 
Award “in recognition of outstanding 
contributions to the knowledge of light- 
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ning and traveling-wave phenomena, 
particularly the development of the mul- 
ti-velocity theory of traveling waves on 
transmission lines.” 


OBITUARY 


> Bart LitTLeton, supervisor of the 
sales force of Pennsylvania Power & 
Light Co. at Wilkes-Barre, died May 21 
of a heart attack, at his home in that 
city. He was 50 years of age. Mr. 
Littleton had been connected with the 
Pennsylvania Power & Light Co. for 
many years. 


> Cuartes F, (“Frep”) Lawrence, 74, 
for many years an industrial electrical 
engineer specializing in machine tool 
drives on the sales staff of the General 
Electric Co.’s Boston office, died at the 
Newton, Mass., Hospital on May 23. He 
was a native of Cohasset, Mass., a mem- 
ber of the company’s Quarter Century 
Club, and retired about eight years ago. 


> Georce L. Smirn, formerly general 
manager of the municipal light plant at 
Troy, Ohio, died at his home in that 
city on May 16, following an illness of 
six months. He was 72 years old. Mr. 
Smith retired last year. For several 
years he was associated with the Gen- 
eral Electric Co. in the construction of 
electric plants. Later he was appointed 
superintendent of the Fort Wayne, Ind., 
city light plant and water works and 
from there he went to Troy. 


> Dr. James A. Reyno tps, 53, assistant 
professor of electrical engineering at 
Tufts College, Mass., for the past 22 
years, died suddenly at the Somerville 
Hospital on April 6. He was a native 
of Stoneham, Mass., and was a gradu- 
ate of the Tufts Engineering School. 
He was connected with the General 
Electric Co., in Schenectady, N. Y., for 
ten years prior to joining the teaching 
staff at Tufts. 


> Joun P. Cocuy, 70, one of the most 
prominent electrical wholesalers and 
contractors in the northeast, died sud- 
denly on April 28 from a heart attack, 
while at a church service in his home 
city of Worcester, Mass. He was born 
in Milford, Mass., and was graduated 
from Worcester Polytechnic Institute in 
1893. He formed the Columbia Electric 
Co. of that city for the manufacture of 
motors and generators, and in 1907 
organized the Coghlin Electric Co. and 
later the contracting and retail supply 
house of Coghlin’s, Inc., all of Worces- 
ter. His alma mater gave him an E.E. 
degree in 1905. Mr. Coghlin was presi- 
dent and treasurer of the foregoing en- 
terprises and was a past-president of 
the Electrical Contractors Association 
of Massachusetts and a former vice- 
president of the National Electrical 
Contractors Association. 
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Refrigerator Sales 
Show Further Rise 


Domestic sales of household electric 
refrigerators in April totaled 315,935 
units, compared with 277,379 units in 
March and 242,005 units in April, 
1939, according to a bulletin issued by 
the National Electrical Manufacturers 
Association. Figures were based on 
reports received from fourteen com- 
panies in 1940 and from seventeen com- 
panies in 1939, 

For the four months ended April 30 
domestic sales totaled 1,072,892 units, 
compared with 810,940 units for the 
similar period of 1939. 

World sales during the month of 
April amounted to 331,049 units, com- 
pared with 291,999 units in March and 
261,511 units in April, 1939. For the 
four months ended April 30 world sales 
totaled 1,126,236 units, compared with 
869,061 units for the similar period of 
1939, 


Machinery Sales Continue 
to Show Gains Over ‘39 


Sales of electrical machinery, ap- 
paratus and supplies during April, as 
reported by 91 manufacturers, amount- 
ed to $42,427,000, an increase of 5 per 
cent over March and of 32.3 per cent 
over April, 1939, according to the De- 
partment of Commerce. The increase 
over 1939 was the largest since Janu- 
ary, when sales were 35.4 per cent 
above a year ago. 

Manufacturers’ sales for all indus- 
tries during April totaled $393,361,000, 
0.6 per cent under March but 16.8 per 
cent ahead of April last year. 


G.E. to Open School 


Specialized training in the use of 
modern kitchen and home appliances 
for home economics students and in- 
structors, demonstration agents and 
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electric utility service workers will get 
under way on June 17 at the new 
General Electric Institute at Bridge- 
port, Conn., according to Miss Ed- 
wina Nolan, manager of the G.E. home 
service section. 

a 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Appointments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently announced the following 
sales assignments: 


Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co. has 
appointed A. I. Richardson manager of 
its district office at Dallas, Tex. Mr. 
Richardson entered the employ of Allis- 
Chalmers in 1925 and he has had a wide 
experience in the district offices of the 
company at Atlanta, Ga.; Chattanooga, 
Tenn., and Charlotte, N. C. 

Ajax Electric Co., Inc., Philadelphia, 
Pa., has named Leo C. Pelkus, 665 Atlan- 
tic Avenue, Boston, representative for all 
New England except Connecticut. 

Copperweld Steel Co. has appointed 
Fred L. Lawrence, Detroit district man- 
ager with offices at 7-251 General Motors 
Building. Mr. Lawrence was formerly 
connected with the Frost Gear & Forge 
Co. and more recently with the Pittsburgh 
Crucible Steel Co. 

Graybar Electric Co. has opened a new 
branch office at 125 East Shiawassee 
Street, Lansing, Mich., and A. G. Bird 
has been named manager. He was for- 
merly manager of the Graybar branch in 
Flint. E. C. Bryden, sales manager, will 
replace Mr. Bird at the Flint office. He 
was formerly salesman there. 


Move Minneapolis Office 


Cutler-Hammer, Inc., has announced 
that its Minneapolis office and ware- 
house has moved to larger quarters at 
532 South Seventh Street. According to 
J. U. Heuser, district sales manager 
with headquarters in Milwaukee, the 
new Minneapolis location offers more 
room and better facilities for stocking 
and handling the company’s motor con- 
trol, safety switches, service control, 
and allied electrical equipment which 
the company manufactures. 


Cleaner Sales Rise: 
Washer Shipments Up 


Vacuum cleaner sales in April 
reached a total of 170,209, or an in- 
crease of 36.08 per cent over 125,026 
in April, 1939, and sales for the first 
four months overshot the 600,000 mark 
for the first time in any four-month 
period since the opening third of 1937, 
according to industry totals reported by 
C. G. Frantz, secretary of the Vacuum 
Cleaner Manufacturers’ Association. 

January-April sales were 612,879, 
compared to 666,790 in the opening 
months of 1937, and an increase of 
24.50 per cent over the same period of 
1939, when sales aggregated 492,202. 

Household washers shipped in April 
totaled 135,179, compared to 116,199 
in the same month of 1939, an increase 
of 16.33 per cent, according to indus- 
try figures reported by Joseph R. Boh- 
nen, executive secretary-treasurer of 
the American Washer and Ironer Manu- 
facturers’ Association. Ironers aggre- 
gated 11,984, an increase of 15.79 per 
cent over the April, 1939, total of 
10,350. 

Washers shipped in the first four 
months of this year amounted to 546,- 
455, an increase of 7.42 per cent over 
the same period of 1939, when ship- 
ments were 508,718. Ironers aggre- 
gated 44,588, or 3.47 per cent above 
the 43,094 total of the same months a 
year ago. 


Kendrick Line Contract 
Awarded to Aluminum Co. 


Contract for furnishing 374 miles of 
aluminum conductor with accessories 
for the 66-kv. transmission line from 
Casper to Thermopolis, Wyo., Kendrick 
project ‘has been awarded. The Alum- 
inum Co.\of America will furnish the 
conductor on its bid price of $85,473. 

The contract calls for a No. 3/0 
A.C.S.R. (American Society for Test 
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ing Materials) steel-reinforced, bare 
aluminum stranded conductor, of 1,- 
974,720 linear feet. The completed con- 
ductor will have an ultimate strength 
of 6,650 lb., with an outside diameter 
of not less than 0.502 in. Accessories 
include compression joints, armor rods 
and clips. 
e 


Sales Agency Organized 


Announcement has been made of the 
formation of the Roberts-Snow Sales 
Co., manufacturers’ agent, with head- 
quarters at 113 West Jefferson St., 
Phoenix, Ariz. E. M. Roberts, Jr., is 
president and general manager and 
N. K. Snow, vice-president and sales 
manager. Mr. Roberts has had twenty 
years experience in thé electrical sup- 
ply industry, as an independent jobber 
and as owner of the E. M. Roberts Elec- 
tric Supply Co., Henderson, Tex. Mr. 
Snow is familiar with the electrical sup- 
ply trade in Arizona and New Mexico, 
which states he has covered for a large 
wholesale company. 


Electric Truck Shipments 


Domestic shipments of electric in- 
dustrial trucks and tractors during 
April numbered 98, as against 119 in 
March and 65 in April a year ago, 
according to the Department of Com- 
merce. 

° 


Westinghouse Awards 


More than 21,000 employees of West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co. 
will receive service award emblems in 
recognition of ten or more years of 
service with the company. Of the total, 
eight have been with the company for 
50 or more years, 184 for at least 40 
years and 6,062 for a minimum of fifteen 
years. 

* 


Birman Awards Contracts 


Birtman Electric Co. has awarded 
contracts for the construction of addi- 
tions to its Rock Island, Ill., plant to 
the Austin Co. in an expansion program 
to cost approximately $100,000. 





New York Metal Prices 

June 4,'40 May 27, ‘40 

Cents per Cents per 
ind ound 
popper, electrolytic .... 11.50* 11.25* 
lead, A.S. & R. price.. 5.00 5.00 
enemy setilnd tea Gaara 14.00 14.00 
Nickel, Ingot ........... 35.00 35.00 
y SOUR acts occas 6.64 6.39 
if tS ssoneadansep 54.75 53.00 
Aluminum, 99 per cent.. 19.00 19.00 


“Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
SSS... 
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Field Reports on Business 


Business activity continues to expand, the rise in steel production being a 
feature. The decline in the security markets has slowed down considerably. 
While retail trade has lagged in comparison with industrial production, store 
executives believe adverse weather was responsible and are looking for an 


improvement in June. 


NEW ENGLAND 


ait slight falling off in ee ArgFons og 
equi t is reported in this district, 
but this fall in the electrical market is 
creating little concern in view of early in- 
dications of un ented activity in 
American and Allied purchases and pro- 
duction of war equipment and material. 
The current demand for considerable 
diversification in commodities is steady. 
Typical of these were purchases a short 
time ago of G.E. switches and regulators 
which are to be installed in three 1,000- 
kva. substations of the New Hampshire 
Public Service Co., for Bethlehem, White- 
field and Newport. Widening interest in 
industrial electric heating units is appar- 
ent from recent reports of Wiegand Com- 
pany sales in this area, among which are 
noted a 12-kw. electric-steam processing 
unit for a hydraulic press application and 
two 3-kw. air heaters for a substation of 
the Cambridge Electric Light Co. 

An Ajax 65-kw. heat-treating furnace has 
been sold to the A. G. Spalding Bros. Co., 
Chicopee, Mass. During the past fort- 
night switching apparatus amounting to 
over $7,500 has been purchased for Maine 
substations and further inquiries for an 
encouraging volume of similar require- 
ments are being received at this time. 
B. F. Sturtevant Co., Boston, has shipped 
two 714-ft. blowers for forced draft pul- 
verized coal firing to the Belle, W. Va., 
plant of the Dupont interests; this com- 
pany has also received a large order for 
air-conditioning equipment to be installed 
as part of a remodeling program of the 
Tubize Chatillon Corp., Rome, Ga. Bed- 
ford Silk Hose, Inc., Waterbury, Conn., 
has installed 12 hp. in an air-conditioning 
refrigeration unit. 

The first week of an electric refrigera- 
tion campaign in the New England Gas 
& Electric Association system showed 191 
units sold, as compared with 88 units sold 
in 1939, 


PACIFIC COAST 


May appears to have been a good month 
with varied and well-distributed business, 
though an increasing number of bids and 
decreased gross profit rate are causing con- 
cern. 

Industrial machinery orders include 
Hawaiian Island sugar mill orders for a 
1,000-kw. turbine, value $30,000, and 150- 
hp. mechanical drive turbine and circuit 
breakers, value $10,000; $6,000 motorized 
speed reducers for lumber mill; 5,000 
1/50-hp. motors, value $40,000, for calcu- 
lating machines; a 250-hp. motor, capaci- 
tors, cable, transformers and motors total- 
ing $21,000 for gold-dredging operations; 
$3,000 of armature coils for a street rail- 
way and $5,000 of same for Southern Pa- 
cific Railroad, and 144- and 5-kv. gener- 
ators and exciters, value $4,000, for a paint 
firm. Motorized speed reducers are be- 
coming increasing popular for replacing 
unskilled labor crews and a reducer rated 
at 1 r.p.m. was recently made for tighten- 
ing oil tanks. Despite last season’s heavy 
rainfall, fractional-horsepower motors for 
pressure pumping systems have exceeded 
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edictions, one manufacturer reporting 
$24,000 within a month. Transformers and 
meters for such installations and other line 
extensions have been better than last year. 

All-American Canal is buying $9,000 
crossarms and poles (principally 20 foot), 
and Bonneville is in the market for poles 
and arms for lines in Pacific County, Ore. 
Lewis County in Washington is construct- 
ing a 204-mile power line. 


NEW YORK 


National defense orders are beginning 
to take effect and factories in this and 
adjoining areas, in many instances, have 
gone on extra shifts. 

Although the sharp break in security 
prices last month caused contractors to 
proceed cautiously for a brief period, the 
volume of contracts for all types of con- 
struction this month is expected to show 
an increase of about 5 per cent over last 
June. Residential building is the chief 
factor in construction activity. 

A new plan to help New York City 
business and imdustrial organizations to 
modernize and to expand their plants was 
announced this week by Consolidated Edi- 
son Co. of New York. The plan involves 
new low-cost financing on a_ three-year 
basis for the purchase of gas and electric 
machinery and equipment needed for com- 
mercial modernization and expansion pro- 
grams. All types of gas and electric 
equipment are included—such as new mo- 
tors for increased power and efficiency, 
new furnaces and ovens for improved econ- 
omy and quality, air conditioning, better 
lighting. 

With favorable weather, retail sales are 
expected to decline less than seasonally 
this month. 


CHICAGO 


Although hesitation is more pronounced 
in some lines of activity as a result of the 
seriousness of the war situation, industrial 
activity, on the whole, continued the re- 
covery which got under way early in May. 
The heavy industries, in particular, have 
made rapid advances, with steel produc- 
tion in this district moving up sharply to 
85 per cent of capacity. The demand for 
electric power continues to increase, the 
output last week gaining 1,500,000 kw.-hr. 
over the previous week. Retail trade fell 
off slightly from the previous week, but 
remained 11 per cent above 1939 level. 

Utilities are pushing construction pro- 
grams, with a gain in orders for electrical 
equipment resulting. Industrial plant ex- 
pansion is more active in this area. Agree- 
ment on the unified traction system hav- 
ing been reached, orders for new equip- 
ment will be placed as soon as the ordi- 
nance is approved in August. The pro- 
gram calls for an expenditure of $60,000,- 
000 for imorovements in the next three 
years, including 550 subway-elevated cars, 
900 street cars, 640 buses, rehabilitation 
of electric and signal systems, additions 
and modernization of shops, barns and 
stations. 

Manufacturers report steady gains in 
sales of motors and control equipment. 
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Utility Security Prices Turn Upward 
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Movements in light and power securities narrowed considerably during the past 

week and, following the general market trend, moved slightly upward. “Electrical 

World” stock index, 26.1, last week, 26.0; last year, 30.6: bond index, 103.5; last 
week, 103.2 





Bonds to Be Placed 
on Private Sale 


New York Public Service Commis- 
sion has authorized the Central Hud- 
son Gas & Electric Corp. to issue 
$2,200,000 principal amount of 3 per 
cent 30-year mortgage bonds at 101, 
to yield the company not less than 
$2,222,000. Proceeds, with the excep- 
tion of $36,000 to cover the cost of the 
sales of the bonds, will be applied, to- 
gether with other available funds, to a 
construction program which will involve 
an expenditure of $5,282,200 over a 
three-year period. By this action the 
commission rescinded an order of May 
17 which limited the company to an 
issue of $500,000. 

The bonds, dated April 1, 1940, to 
mature on April 1, 1970, will be sold 
to the New York Life Insurance Co. 
and the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Co. at 101. 


Vote Boston Edison Plan 


Stockholders of the Boston Edison 
Co. at a special meeting approved the 
proposed change in the par value of 
the company’s shares from $100 to $25 
a share and issuance of new stock on a 
four-to-one basis. The company an- 
nounced that the vote was 408,021 to 
4,096. 


Court Halts Note Renewal 


Temporary injunction restraining 
Portland General Electric Co. from re- 
newing at maturity on May 31 notes 
to the amount of $5,462,000 owed to 
Chase National Bank and Harris Trust 
& Savings Bank and preventing the 
banks from disposing of collateral was 
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issued by Federal Judge James A. Fee. 
Validity of the indebtedness was at- 
tacked by attorneys for the independent 
trustees of Portland Electric Power Co., 
parent of Portland General Electric. 
Portland Electric is now undergoing 
bankruptcy proceedings. 


Niagara Hudson Defers 
Simplification Program 


Proposal for simplification of the 
corporate structure of the Niagara Hud- 
son Power Corp. calling for the mer- 
ger of five of that company’s principal 
subsidiaries into a consolidated oper- 
ating utility has been indefinitely post- 
poned by the New York Public Serv- 
ice Commission at the request of Al- 
fred H. Schoellkopf, president of the 
company. 

Mr. Schoellkopf, in a letter to the 
commission, referred to “the present 
unsettled situation in the security mar- 
kets and the impossibility of forecasting 
future business conditions.” 


Resumes Common Dividend 


Directors of the Wisconsin Public 
Service Corp. recently voted the first 
dividends on common stock in six years. 
Amounting to 10 cents a share for each 
of the first two quarters this year on 
the $9,000,000 of common outstanding, 
the dividends will be paid June 10 to 
stock of record May 31. 


New Directors Elected 


Gen. Charles G. Blakeslee, general 
counsel of the Long Island Lighting Co., 
has been elected a director of that com- 





pany. George Link, Jr., has been elected 
a director of the Queens Borough Gas 
& Electric Co., a subsidiary of Long 
Island Lighting, and Robert G. Olm. 
sted, treasurer of the Long Island 
Lighting Co., has been made a director 
of the Kings County Lighting Co. 


SEC Will Submit 
Integration Data 


Securities and Exchange Commission 
has agreed to supply the Commonwealth 
& Southern Corp. and Engineers Public 
Service Co. with its tentative views on 
what action the holding companies 
should take to conform their properties 
to the geographical integration provi- 
sions of the “death sentence” section of 
the Holding Company Act. The board 
granted postponements of the hearings 
set in the cases of the two companies 
so that they may study the data to be 
supplied by the commission. 

Cities Service Power & Light Co. 
disclosed at a hearing before the SEC 
that it is ready to proceed with the 
integration hearings under Section 
11(B). However, the company requested 
the commission to grant it a week’s 
postponement. Perry M. Chadwick, 
counsel for the company, said that he 
intends “to present proof on the first 
group of properties,” the Ohio proper- 
ties centering in Toledo which are 
owned by Cities Service Power & Light, 
next week. 

The SEC also announced that the 
“death sentence” hearing in the case 
of the United Light & Power Co. has 
been postponed until further notice. The 
commission granted an application by 
the Public Utilities Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia to intervene in 
the “death sentence” proceedings in- 
volving the North American Co. The 
SEC erroneously announced earlier 
that the Pennsylvania Utilities Commis- 
sion had applied for and been granted 
permission to intervene in this case. 





Utility Reports 


Net Income 
1940 1939 


*Commonwealth & South- 


ern and subs.......... $13, ~ s $12,085 
*Southern Gelereds Power 261 34,851 
*Kansas City Power 

ERR RASS 3,990,779 3,632,717 


*Okichoma Gas & Electric 2'801,676 2,485,266 
*Nevada - California Elec- 


oan mes subs Rees 309,312 365,765 
ee me le 
Sur fei Water, Light & 

ve Bosna iiees 118,966 108,444 
be oa rot 3,169,534 2,614,767 
Kenabe Gas & Electric.. 1,220,305 —«'1,222,726 
Minnesota. Fower & Light 1.359.593 1,164,098 
Nebraska Power ........ 1,703,536 1,878,505 

welve aaa entbia April 30. 


t{Twelve months ended March 31. 


ELECTRICAL WORLD @ June 8, 1948 


rr was ree m@ | © me 


—_ = co cn 





PUD Commissioners Plan 
to Seek Funds from RFC 


Commissioners of ten public utility 
districts in the State of Washington 
have taken steps to proceed with the 
formulation of an offer to purchase the 
properties of Puget Sound Power & 
Light Co., subsidiary of Engineers Pub- 
lic Service Co. 

The PUD commissioners have voted 
to apply to the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation through the Washington 
State Grange for funds with which to 
purchase the utility properties. This 
action was taken following reports by 
Jack R. Cluck, PUD attorney, and Er- 
win King, State Grange master, on con- 
ferences at Washington, D. C., with 
government officials and in New York 
with investment bankers. The RFC and 
the Department of Interior have assured 
all possible aid in the movement. 


Consumer Survey Shows 
Utilities are Well Run 


A survey of consumer opinion con- 
ducted for Food Industries, a McGraw- 
Hill publication, shows that 64 per cent 
of those interviewed thought that the 
electrical industry was well run and 
received favorable comment, 16 per 
cent of the replies were unfavorable and 
19.6 per cent did not know. 

This compared with 71.2 per cent 
favorable for the automobile industry, 
51.8 per cent for drugs and cosmetics, 
49 per cent for steel, 72 per cent for 
food and 74.2 per cent for insurance. 

The poll covered the area east of the 
Mississippi and was confined to urban 
customers. 
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Utilities Asked to Guard 
Against “Fifth Column” 


The War Department is quietly sug- 
gesting that executives of the power in- 
dustry make a recheck of employees as 


an additional precaution against pos-, 


sible “fifth column” activities. 

The suggestion is in line with the 
government’s own policy of checking 
over employee rolls at Boulder, Bonne- 
ville and other public projects. As early 
as last fall War Department officials at 
Bonneville ordered vital parts of the 
Power plant to be placed under lock 
and key, to guard against possible 
sabotage. 

War Department officials indicated 
that a part of the private industry had 
already taken. anti-fifth column steps 
M its own initiative. However, the sug- 
gestion that a recheck be made is in- 
tended as an additional defense safety 
factor, it is said. 
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Sales Opportunities 


Loncview, Wasu.—Puget Sound Power 
& Light Co., Seattle, Wash., plans exten- 
sions in transmission lines in vicinity of 
Longview, including lines on Imboden and 
Bee Valley Roads, and other highways. 
Application has been made for permis- 
sion. 

West Benno, lIowa—City Council re- 
ceives bids until June 27 for extensions 
and improvements in municipal power 
plant, including installation of additional 
equipment for increased capacity. A. S. 
Harrington, Baum Building, Omaha, Neb., 
is consulting engineer. 


East Hartrorp, Conn.—United Air- 
craft Corp., East Hartford, plans installa- 
tion of motors and controls, switchgear, 
duct lines, panel boards, conveyors, elec- 
tric hoists and other equipment in new 
additions to local aircraft engine plant of 
Pratt & Whitney Division. Work will com- 
prise several large one and multi-story 
units, and will be carried out over period 
of months. Company also will increase 
electric power service at plant to handle 
larger load, including transformers and 
accessories. tire project estimated to 
cost close to $8,000,000. 


Texas City, Tex.—Carbide & Carbon 
Chemicals Corp., 30 East Forty-second 
Street, New York, N. Y., a subsidiary of 
Union Carbide & Carbon Corporation, 
same address, plans installation of motors 
and controls, compressors, regulators, duct 
lines, panel boards, switchgear, conveyors 
and other equipment in new branch plant 
on site of about 200 acres of land, near 
Texas City, for production of synthetic or- 
ganic chemicals. It will comprise several 
large units, with steam power house, com- 
pressor station and other mechanical struc- 
tures. Cost reported over $1,500,000. Ford, 
Bacon & Davis, Inc., 39 Broadway, New 
York, is consulting engineer and will su- 
pervise erection, scheduled to begin at 
once. 


PortLanp, Ore.—Administrator, Bonne- 
a a — of Interior, 811 
Oregon Street, Portland, receives 
bide until June 17 for quantity of fuse 
disconnecting switches (Circular 1054). 
Also, until ls 18, for four 16,667-kva., 
60-cycle transformers (Circular 1077), all 
for Bonneville project. 


Cove, Ore.—Pacific Power & Light Co., 
Portland, Ore., has plans for extensions 
and improvements in hydroelectric power 
plant on Deschutes River, Cove, near Bend, 
with installation of additional equipment. 
Cost estimated close to $200,000. Agree- 
ment has been made with Bureau of 
Reclamation for station expansion, neces- 
sitated by construction of Crane Prairie 
and Wickiup dams on upper Deschutes 
River, now under way by Bureau. 


Satt Lake City, Uran—Utah Power & 
Light Co., Salt Lake City, has plans ma- 
turing for extensions in primary and sec- 
ondary lines in different parts of State 
territory, as well as in section of Idaho, 
for expansion in rural electric system, in- 
cluding power substation units, service 
connections and other facilities. Entire 
project will aggregate over 125 miles of 
lines. Cost estimated close to $235,000. 


Wasuincton, D. C.—Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
receives bids until June 19 for motor- 
driven pumping equipment, motor-operated 
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sluice gates, piping and accessory appa- 
ratus for dry dock No. 4 at navy yard, 
Mare Island, Calif. (Specifications 9800). 


Jettico, Tenn.—City Council plans ex- 
tensions and improvements in municipal 
electrical distributing lines and_street- 
lighting system. Bond issue of $104,000 
has been authorized for project. Work is 
scheduled to be carried out soon. 


Huco, Coro—Inland Utilities Co., 
Hugo, has approved plans for extensions 
in transmission lines to point about 8 
miles from city. Work will be placed 
under way at once. 


Catpwe.., N. J.—Curtiss-Wright Corp., 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N. Y., 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
duct lines, panel boards, conveyors, elec- 
tric hoists and other equipment in pro- 
posed new plant at Caldwell-Wright Air- 
port, Caldwell Township, for parts pro- 
duction and assembling of bombers and 
other type military airplanes for Federal 

vernment. A power substation will be 
built for plant service. Negotiations are 
under way with Board of County Free- 
holders for site facilities, including new 
road and other work. Plant will com- 
prise several large one-story units, re- 
ported to cost over $1,500,000 


MriwavkeE, “Wis.—Wisconsin Electric 
Power Co., Milwaukee, has approved plans 
for new outdoor-type power substation at 
North Twenty-eighth Street and West St. 
Paul Avenue, and will begin work soon. 
A similar substation will be built at same 


time at Elm Grove. 
Atamepa, Catir.—Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 


D. C., receives bids until June 26 for 
power substation at naval air depot, Ala- 
meda, including transformers and acces- 
sories, electric ducts, wiring, etc. (Speci- 
fications 9814). 


Cepar Rapiws, lIowa—lIowa_ Electric 
Light & Power Co., Cedar Rapids, has 
plans maturing for extensions in primary 
and secondary lines in parts of Adair 
County, for expansion in rural electric sys- 
tem, totaling close to 50 miles, with service 
facilities. Work is scheduled to begin at 
early date. 


Burrato, N. Y.—Bell Aircraft Corp., 
2050 Elmwood Avenue, plans installation 
of motors and controls, conveyors, electric 
hoists, regulators and other equipment in 
connection with plant expansion for large 
increase in parts production and assem- 
bling departments. Company has leased 
about 120,000 square feet of additional 
space in building now occupied in part, 
and will take over at once. Entire equip- 
ment installation, including machine tools, 
is estimated to cost over $500,000. 


Wasuincton, D. C.—Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
receives bids (no closing date stated) for 
motor-driven pumping machinery, motor- 
operated sluice gates and auxiliary equip- 
ment for dry dock No. 4 at navy yard, 
Mare Island, Calif. (Specifications 9800) . 


Newport, Vt.—Citizens’ Utilities Elec- 
tric Co. has plans maturing for extensions 
and improvements in hydro-electric power 
for iné¢reased capacity, and will proceed 
with work at early date. Charles T. Main, 
Inc., 201 Devonshire Street, Boston, Mass., 
is consulting engineer. 
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R.-F. Noise Meter 


Ease of operation and portability are 
features of this noise meter, developed to 
meet recommendations of E.E.I., N.E.M.A. 
and R.M.A. (Evecrrica. Wortp, March 
11, 1939, page 45) and designed for field 
and laboratory use. Used with a suit- 


sp 


Type “312-A" noise meter; four bands of 
Sevens covering from 150 to 350 kc. and 

540. ke to 18 mc.; field strength, 10 
js ooh a meter to 10,000 microvolts per 
meter; band width is 8 to 10 kc. at minus 
6 db. RCA Mfg. Co., Camden, N. J 


able coupling network, it will measure 
the intensity in microvolts per meter of 
radio-interference noise conducied by 110- 
and 220-volt d.c. or a.c., single- and three- 
phase lines, as well as those noises gen- 
erated by motors, generators, contactors, 
transformers and high-tension insulators 
and bushings. Fundamentally, the meter 
is a super-heterodyne receiver with a small 
vertical antenna, containing an integra- 
ting network giving quasi-maximum indica- 
tions on a direct reading meter. 


Fluorescent Lighting 


Fluorescent luminaires for commercial and 
industrial applications. Parco Lighting Equip- 
ment Co., 12 Waverly Place, New York City. 


New lighting luminaires and new styles 
for fluorescent lighting to be used in stores, 
offices, residences and for industries are 
announced by this company. Contain 
power-factor-correction equipment and are 
complete ready for installation. 


Garage Door Control 


Radio control for garage doors and lights. 
Barber-Colman Co., Rockford, Ill. 

This company announces that a time- 
delay button on the dash has been added 
to the equipment announced in ELectricaL 
Wortp, May 20, 1939. This enables the 
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driver to push the button momentarily and 
it will maintain contact for a few seconds 
so that both hands will be free. 


Floodlight 


Type L-68 floodlight, designed for sports light- 
ing but applicable to other — 
General Electric Co., Schenectady, N 


This new floodlight features a vertical 
adjustment of 240 deg., a slide-type door 
and a resetting ring. It is supplied with 
Alzak-processed reflectors, with polished 
reflecting surface for a narrow beam, or 
with etched reflecting surface for a wide 
beam. Incandescent lamps of 750, 1,000 or 
1,500 watts can be used. 


Small Rectifier 


Two mercury-vapor type tubes are used 
to full wave rectify the single-phase a.c. 
line. The rectifier has a d.c. output of 
660 watts (2 hp.) and is claimed to with- 
stand a 100 per cent overload for five 
minutes. It contains no moving parts. 
A.c. and d.c. connections are made by 


Model CR-6 rectifier for converting a.c. to 
d.c.; size 7i/, x Sia x Ib in., weight 26 Ib. 
Mellaphone born, Rochester, N. Y. 


means of a terminal board inside the 
hinged cover. It is a means of converting 
a.c. to d.c. for d.c. equipment and may 
be used as a source for motor operation 
where starting current is high. 


BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT? — 
“Electrical World” Electrical Buyers Ref- 
erence is a convenient place to look first 
for names, addresses and products of 
manufacturers. 


Pressure Pad 


To offset the injurious effects of vibration 4 
on carbon this le meet is supply- — 


brushes with a 
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Resilient pressure noms for holder end of car- 
bon brushes. National Carbon Co., Inc., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


contact with the pressure finger. Where 
severe vibration is encountered it is said ~ 
that these pads lessen chipping and crack- — 
ing of brushes, wear on the holder end of 
the brush and wear of the preseure finger © 
tip. 
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Plug-In Relay 


A complete line of rela 
struction. Westinghouse 
East Pittsburgh, 


with plug-in con- 
lectric & Mig. Co., 


This type of construction is said to make 


it possible to remove the assembled relay 
in its case from the switchboard to a more 
convenient or better equi location for 
testing, inspection or a justment. Exist- 
ing relays may be converted to this con- 
struction by screwing the moving blade 
members of the disconnecting contacts into 
the standard relay studs and changing the 
case. 
e 


All-Purpose Fan 


“Allvent" fan for commercial applications. — 
Autovent Fan & Blower Co., Chicago, Ill. 


Features include “V”-belt drive that 1 
1,750-r.p.m. stock motors. New design” 
three-blade fan wheel is said to supply” 
or exhaust large volumes of air at low 
speeds. Protective fan guards should be 
used where fans are within human reach) 
and automatic louvers as a protection ig 
the fan from wind and weather. 


“Dilec Safecote” Wire 


rane diameter wire, available in sizes for 4 
No. 14 to No. 4/0 inclusive. National Elec- 
tric Products Corp., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


This marked and measured wire has & 
fibrous covering over the rubber insulation. 
Becausethis new type of covering climi- — 
nates the thread crossovers present in 
braided wire, the over-all diameter 
“Dilec Safecote” is two threads smaller 
than braided type wire. No. 12 may B® 
used in place of No. 14 and other sizes 
proportion, states the company. 
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